MAY 18, 2008- THE MOST HOLY TRINITY

HISTORIC

SANTJOSEPHCHURCH

A WELCOMING CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

St. Joseph Womendod
Installation Dinner
Mass Schedule Wednesday, May 21, 2008
Saturdavs.00 om Gusto Italiano
Sunday7-30, 9:00, 1015, 11:30 am 1470 Waukegan Road, Glenview
(Carillon Square Shopping Center)
Daily Mass )
MondaySaturday 6:10, 8:30 am 6:00pm Social Hour (cash bar)
7:00pm Dinner, followed by the
Eucharistic Adoration annual meeting, election & installation
Every Tuesday 9:000:00 am i
Vels%{[ Sliizla?/yof the mona':h of officers
2:00-8:00 pm

OA TOUCH OF ELEGAN
HARPIST, IDA GANON
Will perform during dinner

DONATION: $25.00

% g >Q Please make check payable to

St. Joseph Womeno
Mail to Pat Coyle
1916 Central
Wilmette, IL 60091

www.stjosephwilmette.org 1747 Lake Avenue’ Wilmette, lllinois 60091 © Phone: 8472510771 ' Fax: 847-251-5715



This weekend 40 young people from St. Joseph Parish will be confirmed in the
Catholic faith by Bishop Jerome Listecki, Bishop of LaCrosse, Wisconsin. It represents anoth
landmark for our parish, but more importantly for the young people. | have interviewed each
of them as part of their final preparation, and | am happy to report to the parish that, in
general, they are indeed ready to be fully initiated into the Church. The journey in the
Catholic faith that began for them on the day of their baptism and which was deepened when
they were welcomed to the table of the Eucharist, is now fortified by the gift of the Holy Spirit
in the Sacrament of Confirmation.

When each candidate for Confirmation comes to my office for his/her appointment
they bring with them their completed Confirmation workbook, a report on the saint whose
name they have chosen for Confirmation, a letter to the confirming bishop stating the reasons
they seek to be confirmed and a letter to me expressing their willingness to continue their religious education arn
involvement in the parish. In addition they bring a record of the hours they have contributed to serving the needs of othe
In almost every case, this work has been excellent. | have been very impressed by the seriousness with which these y
people have taken the various components of their preparation for Confirmation.

In their letters to me, the young people expressed some very profound thoughts. | would like to share some of the

with you. Referring to why she wanted to be confirmed
practicing my faith for many years and | fully understand and accept the responsibility of becoming a faithful and practicing
Cathol i c. I go to church each Sunday and | try to go
Sacrament of Confirmation strengthens the promises made at baptism and the grace received at baptism. In this wor
especially in the school years, young people need6 all
Anot her Catherine said, ol strongly believe in God an
good Catholic parents who taught me my faith. Being confirmed will strengthen my faith and allow me to continue my life
a good Catholic.6 And Carolyn wrote, OThroughout the
remain close to God as | will be tempted in ways | have not yet experienced. | believe | am now at a proper age to show
Jesus my dedication and belief and, in turn, he wil!/ g

Referring to her service hours as a catechistods ai
was for me to be helping the children I n a sense th
aide said, oOHel ping small children understand the Wor
basis of our faith.o Katrina wrote, o0The children we]
what they had. The experience has really inspired me
variety of service projects, Edward thought, oAl I of
ot hers. ¢

Two young people bravely expressed some regrets as
of healing from God. | mention this because | hatve cc«
my parents didndét get the chance to send me. I want t
be confirmed because | need to be reintroduced to my faith and the church. Since my First Communion | have lost touch
the church and God by not making enough effort to either go to church by myself, or getting my whole family to go witt
me . 0

I f someti me adults don
i nside her at this ti ,
Confirmation has been mind) a ink that s
visited some of the sights in our nationds capitad at
cultures. | want to be confirmed in order to experience that unique joy throughoutdnay lifeearthly joy that stays with
youdand spread that joy to others. o
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When all my interviews with the candidates for Confirmation were completed, | sat back and reflected on these
impressive young people. They seem more mature than | was when | was their age. They are enthusiastic, imaginative, <
confident and generally delightful to be around. | told each candidate that | am happy that they are part of St. Joseph
Parish now and hope that they continue to be involved in the life of the parish, especially by their attendance at Sunday
Mass. | also told them how proud | am of them. God bless them.

Father John Pollard
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