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Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am 

 
Daily Mass 

Monday-Saturday 6:10, 8:30 am 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Tuesday 9:00-10:00 am 

1st Sunday of the month 
2:00-8:00 pm 

 
 
 

A  W E L C O M I N G  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y 

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to 

proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and 

completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming 

community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all 

through our ministries of word, worship and service. 



Reflections from the Pastor 

 The fiscal year for Saint Joseph Parish runs from July 1 through June 30.  That 
means that we have just concluded one fiscal year and just started a new one.  I thought I 
would present an initial summary of the results of the past fiscal year.  A complete report 
will be issued, as usual, in November. 
 
 In order to operate the parish within a balanced budget, the Finance Committee 
has determined that our collections need to average $16,000 each Sunday.  For the recent 
fiscal year ending on June 30, our collections averaged $15,772.   For an annual budget 
of $832,000, our collections amounted to $820,172 this past fiscal year.  In total then we 
were $11,828 short of our goal for the year.   We exceeded the amount budgeted for 
our Christmas collection by $14,465.  That was great.  But our Easter collection was short 
of our budget by $2,188.  One very big help was ParishPay, the system through which 

parishioners can choose to make their monthly offerings to the parish electronically.  21% of our Sunday collections 
were received through ParishPay.  ParishPay grew from 104 families at the beginning of the fiscal year to 110 
families at the end.  I am very grateful to those families who use ParishPay and I would really like to encourage more 
families to consider making their contributions to the parish through this safe and reliable system. 
 
 While any shortfall in revenues can jeopardize the achievement of a balanced budget, Saint Joseph Parish, 
when the final numbers are in, will not finish the fiscal year in the red.  Thatõs because we continue to reduce the 
expense side of the budget.  The $11,828 that we were short on the revenue side of the budget will be more than 
made up for by our savings in expenses.  Therefore, we will finish the recent fiscal year that ended last June 30 just 
slightly in the black.  That is a remarkable achievement when so many parishes are operating at a deficit.  At this 
writing I do not know precisely how much we will finish to the good, but I know we will finish with a small surplus.  This 
means two things: the people who support Saint Joseph Parish are to be congratulated for their continuing generosity 
and the people who are responsible for parish expenditures are to be congratulated for their frugality in keeping 
expenses as low as is prudently possible. 
 
 I want to say a little more about these two groups of people.  First, the parishioners who regularly support the 
parish with their Sunday contributions.  We are a parish of over 1,400 households.  Unfortunately, however, only 
about 600 of those families regularly contribute financially to the support of the parish.  That places an unfair burden 
on them.  I cannot adequately express my profound gratitude to those wonderful people who support the parish week 
in and week out.  But what about the other 800 families who are registered members of the parish but who do not 
regularly attend Mass or contribute to the support of the parish?  If your neighbors are among them, please invite them 
to consider coming back.  Any member of the parish staff would be happy to discuss whatever might be keeping them 
away.  The celebration of the Sunday Eucharist is central to the life of every Catholic and all Catholics are obliged to 
come to Mass every Sunday unless they are prevented by some extraordinary circumstance.  Despite some who 
believe to the contrary, this teaching hasnõt changed. 
 
 Second, those responsible for parish expenditures.  The whole staff at Saint Josephõs Parish has worked very 
hard to monitor costs and reduce expenses where possible.  Iõm very grateful to each one of them.  We have tried to 
maintain the quality of service that the parish offers to the community without increasing costs.  This is a very difficult 
challenge because, as everyone who runs a household knows, fixed costs continue to rise every year.  I am happy to be 
able to assure those who contribute to the support of Saint Joseph Parish that your contributions are only expended 
with the greatest of care.  The parish staff are good and faithful stewards of the resources you provide them.  I 
especially want to thank publicly our business manager, Vince Kennedy, for all his efforts to manage the business 
functions of the parish with careful oversight and fiscal responsibility. 
 
 With the approval of the Finance Committee, we have again submitted a balanced budget to the Archdiocese 
for Saint Joseph Parish for the fiscal year that has just begun.  That budget is once again based on an ordinary income 
of $16,000 per Sunday.  I want to thank you in advance for your generous efforts to help reach that objective again 
next year.  God bless you. 
 
          Father John Pollard 
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ST. JOSEPH PARISH - FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 

Week Ending Sunday 07/06/08  
Number of ParishPay Participants 114 
 

ParishPay Current Month (Wkly Avg.) $3,550  
Actual Weekly Offertory Collection $11,237 
Total Weekly Collection $14,787 
Weekly Collection Budget $16,000 
Weekly Budget Overage (Shortfall)  ($1,213) 
 

Year to Date Number of Sundays 1 
YTD Weekly Average Collection $14,787 
 

YTD Collections for FY 2007-08 $14,787 
YTD Budget for FY 2007-08 $16,000 
YTD Overage (Shortfall)                                ($1,213) 
 

YTD Collections for 2007-08 $18,831 

St. Joseph Financials 

July 13 �³August 3  
A long-standing effort of the Archdiocese of Chicago, 
Theology on Tap brings together young adults, married 
and single, in their twenties and thirties for community 
and thoughtful conversation about faith.  Starting this 
summer, OLPH hosts Theology on Tap on four consecutive 
Sunday evenings after the 6pm Youth Mass.   
 
Each session will feature a speaker on an important topic 
relevant to our lives today.  The sessions begin at 7pm on 
the Rectory Lawn.  Rain location is in McDonnell Hall on 
the lower level of the Church Building.  There will be 
refreshments and time to meet and greet friends and 
acquaintances both new and old. 
 

 Theology on Tap 


