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Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am 

 
 

Daily Mass 
Monday-Saturday 6:10, 8:30 am 

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Tuesday 9:00-10:00 am 

1st Sunday of the month 
2:00-8:00 pm 

 
 
 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Today, August 3rd 

2-8 pm 
 
 

A  W E L C O M I N G  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y 

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to 

proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and 

completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming 

community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all 

through our ministries of word, worship and service. 

Dear Lord Jesus, 
Your death upon the cross 

was a supreme act of love for us. 
Through it, you gained our entrance to Heaven 

and saved us from our sins. 
On the cross, your body was broken 

and your blood was poured out for our salvation. 
Grant that we may be ever joyful, 

when we participate in this same sacrifice 
at the Eucharist of every Mass, 

which is presented again  
with neither pain nor death. 
Grant that every time we take 

your real body and blood into ourselves 
we will be nourished, purified, 

and unified in you. 
Amen. 



Reflections from the Pastor 

 Two weeks ago a half million young people from all over the world gathered in 
Sydney, Australia for the celebration of World Youth Day.  Popular accounts of the events 
surrounding World Youth Day have characterized it as òa Christian Woodstockó or 
òweeklong rock concert with the Pope.ó  As usual such accounts provide a distorted view.  It 
has been my privilege during my years of service to the bishops of the United States to work 
on two World Youth Days.  I was the director of catechetics for World Youth Day ô93 in 
Denver and a consultant to the planning committee for World Youth Day ô95 in Manila.  I 
thought it might be helpful to provide a more balanced account of what World Youth Day is 
all about. 

 
 First of all, World Youth Day began in 1986 when Pope John Paul II invited the 

youth of the world to Rome.  He said, òThe principal objective of the World Youth Day is to make the person of Jesus 
the center of the faith and life of every young person so that he may be their constant point of reference and also the 
inspiration of every initiative and commitment for the education of the new generations. This is the slogan of every 
Youth Day, and through this decade, the Days have been like an uninterrupted and pressing call to build life and faith 
upon the rock, who is Christ.ó  The gathering in Sydney this year is the 21st  World Youth Day, so clearly this has 
become an established event on the global stage. 

 
 Secondly, World Youth Day is not one day, but rather several days.  Pope John Paul II described the 
experience in this way: òThe different moments of which a Youth Day is composed, form a sort of prolonged catechesis, 
a proclamation of the path of conversion to Christ, starting from the deepest experiences and questions of the daily 
life of the addressees. The Word of God is the central point, catechetical reflection is the method, prayer is the 
nutriment, and communication and dialogue, the style.ó 

 
 For three days before the Holy Father arrives at the site of World Youth Day, the young people gather in 
their respective language groups for catechesis and the celebration of the Eucharist.  Each of the mornings of those 
three days the young people are assigned a catechetical site where they return each day for intensive catechetical 
instruction.  There are readings from Sacred Scripture, reflections on the readings presented by expert commentators, 
witness talks given by the youth themselves, musical interludes, dialogue on the biblical themes raised and finally the 
catechetical instruction presented by a bishop.  Toward the end of the morning, all those gathered at the catechetical 
site celebrate Mass together.  In Denver there were over forty such catechetical sites scattered all over the 
metropolitan area ranging in size from a few hundred in a parish church to100,000 in Mile High Stadium.  In the 
afternoons, the young people are free to mingle with their counterparts from all over the world.  Ordinarily the 
evenings gather the young people at the larger venues for other liturgical services such as the Stations of the Cross, the 
Living Rosary, Eucharistic adoration, etc.  And all this happens before the Holy Father even arrives in the host city.  
Once he does arrive, the young people gather in an enormous open space for evening prayer, a night-long vigil and 
Mass the following morning.  In Manila five million people came together for the closing Mass.  I have subsequently 
read that was the largest gathering of human beings in the history of the world. 

 
 So World Youth Day is not a wild and raucous rock concert with the Pope in attendance.  Itõs more like a 
several day celebration of the faith of young people.  World Youth Day is the Church's Day for youth and with youth. 
It is serious business.  I think I heard more confessions at World Youth Day ô95 in Manila than I have in all the rest of my 
priesthood.  Pope John Paul II understood the significance of the World Youth Days: òIn young people the Church sees 
herself and her mission to mankind: with them she faces the challenges of the future, aware that all humanity needs to 
be rejuvenated in spirit. This pilgrimage of the young members of the people builds bridges of brotherhood and hope 
between continents, peoples and cultures. It is a journey which is always in action, like life, like youth.ó   

 
 At the conclusion of World Youth Day in Sydney, Pope Benedict announced that the next World Youth Day 
would be in Madrid, Spain in 2011.  It is my hope that a delegation from Saint Josephõs Parish will part of that 
gathering.  So, young people of Saint Joeõs, start saving your money and brushing up on your Spanish.  God bless you. 
 
             Father John Pollard 
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East meets West  
A Fusion of Eastern and Western Music 

�3�U�H�P�L�H�U���0�L�G�Z�H�V�W���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���R�I���,�Q�G�L�D�·�V 
internationally known Musical artist.  
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Benefit Concert for Charities in India & Nepal brought to you by the 
Society of the Missionaries of St. Francis Xavier, Goa, India 

Saturday, September 13, 2008 at 7:00pm 
COPERNICUS THEATER 

5216 W. Lawrence Ave. Chicago, IL  60630 
Tickets:  $35, $50, & $75 

For tickets call Fr. Peter:  (773) 262-6600, or  Fr. Anthony: (847) 251-0771 
SFX Missionaries website: www.sfx-chicago.com 
  �0�X�V�L�F�L�D�Q�·�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�����Z�Z�Z���U�H�P�R�I�H�U�Q�D�Q�G�H�V���F�R�P 

Parish News 
WANTED: 
The rectory is in need of a full-size dark wood headboard.  If anyone has one and would like to 
donate it to the Rectory it would be much appreciated.  Please call Zita Gavin at 847-446-3191. 


