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Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am 

 
Daily Mass 

Monday-Saturday 6:10, 8:30 am 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Tuesday 9:00-10:00 am 

1st Sunday of the month 
2:00-8:00 pm 

 
 

A  W E L C O M I N G  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y 

HISTORIC 

Oktoberfest  

The annual Oktoberfest is coming soon.  On Saturday, 
September 20th come to the St. Joseph School parking 
lot for great shopping.  Look for antiques, furniture, 
jewelry, and a myriad of other treasures.  Itõs never too 
early to start on that Christmas shopping list!  Children 
will delight in trying all the games and activities at 
Family fest and when they have worked up an appetite 
there will be an appetizing lunch available in the 
Biergarten on the East playground.  Invite all your 
friends and neighbors.   
 

After the 5 pm Liturgy adults can expect another 
memorable Oktoberfest dinner in Meter Hall which will 
be transformed into a Brauhaus rivaling those in 
Munich!  Oompah music will be supplied by Die Donau-
Schwaben Blaskapelle.  The night owls can continue to 
party under the tent in the Biergarten until 11 pm.   
 

Look in your pews for advance ticket sales and get 
those tickets early.  It is sure to be a sell-out! 

NOTICE 
Please note that beginning 
Monday, September 1st the 
daily Mass schedule here at 
Saint Josephõs will change 
slightly.  The daily Masses 
will be at 6:30 AM and 8:30 
AM.  We hope that moving 
the earlier morning Mass to 
6:30 will make it easier for 
more parishioners to attend.    
            Thank you. 



Reflections from the Pastor 

 This weekend our parish director of Music, Dr. Jill Nennmann, will be making a 
brief announcement after Communion at all the Masses.  Sheõs going to be making a 
pitch for new members of our three parish choirs: the adult choir, the contemporary choir 
and the childrenõs choir.  In a gentle way, sheõs also going to be reminding the 
congregation of their individual responsibilities to participate in the Mass by joining the 
other members of the assembly in singing the hymns and the Mass parts.  

 
 Thatõs what Iõd like to address myself to in this article.  One of the fundamental 
themes developed in several of the documents of the Second Vatican Council was the 
full and active participation of all the faithful in the life of the Church.  One important 
aspect of that full and active participation is the involvement of every member of the 

liturgical assembly at Mass.  Going to Mass is not like going to a movie or a concert, and itõs certainly not like 
watching television.  These are basically passive experiences.  We simply sit and listen, or sit and watch, while 
someone else performs.  This posture might be appropriate for entertainment experiences, but itõs not 
appropriate for liturgy.  We are supposed to be involved in the celebration of the Eucharistic liturgy, not passive 
bystanders in its drama.  Itõs unfortunate that we spend so much free time allowing ourselves to be entertained 
that subconsciously many come to Mass and, out of habit, have the same expectations of the Mass as they have of 
David Letterman or Jay Leno.  We sit back and expect to be entertained. 

 
 Minimally, all members of the liturgical assembly (everyone in church at Mass) are supposed to make the 
verbal responses enthusiastically throughout the Mass, actively listen to the proclamation of the Word of God, 
witness their faith by a confident recitation of the Creed, confirm their membership in the Body of Christ by 
receiving Holy Communion and sing the hymns and designated Mass parts.  It is this last mode of full and active 
participation that I want to underscore today. 

 
 The hymns and Mass parts that are sung during the Sunday Eucharistic liturgy are supposed to be sung by 
the whole congregation, not just by a cantor or a choir.  We have such good cantors here at Saint Josephõs that I 
suppose itõs easy to be tempted to sit back and simply listen to them.  Thatõs wrong.  The cantors are there to lead 
the congregation, not sing to us.  They are not soloists; their responsibility is to encourage us to join them in singing, 
not admire what nice voices they have.  There is a time for soloists, but not during the congregationõs parts.   

 
 Neither does the choir supplant the congregation in singing the hymns and Mass parts.  As good as our 
choirs are, they are not entertainers.  There are times when the choir will sing a particular selection by themselves 
without the participation of the congregation, but these are relatively few in number.  Ordinarily our natural 
response to a musical piece sung by one of our choirs should not be applause.  We should rather be led by the 
choirsõ efforts to a moment of prayer or spiritual reflection on whatever theme the piece has evoked in us. 

 
 This brings me to the role of the congregation in singing at Mass.  The General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal, the document which governs the celebration of the Eucharist, says, òIt is most appropriate that Sunday 
Masses be celebrated with singing, especially with the full participation of all members of the community.ó (#114) 
That means when the cantor announces the hymn number, we should all pick up our hymn books, find the page 
and sing as best we can.  Even as we learn to sing better, we can participate by reading along with the text.  
Sometimes when parishioners return from summer vacations, they tell me they went to Mass in a church along the 
way and report that the singing was wonderful.  Everybody sang, they would say.  I always respond by asking 
them if they sing when they come to Mass at Saint Josephõs.  They usually respond by saying yes they do, but the 
people around them donõt, so they get discouraged.  I guess weõre the people around them, so I am asking all 
those who come to Sunday Mass at St. Joeõs at least to make an attempt to sing the hymns and designated Mass 
parts.  We donõt want to be the ones who discourage the others.  And besides, remember what Saint Augustine 
said, òHe who sings prays twice.ó  God bless you. 
 
           Father John Pollard 
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Parish News 
Religious Education 
Registration is currently underway for Religious Education classes.  Class for 7th and 8th grade begins on September 16th 
and for Pre-school through 6th grade on September 30th.  Please fill out the form below and drop it at the Rectory.  Any 
questions, please contact Dana McKenna. 
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          Registration Date ________________ 
ST. JOSEPH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

2008-2009 
Studentõs Name ______________________     Birth Date __________________ 
 
Home Address __________________________________________ Phone _____________________ 
                                                    Address                              City/Zip Code 

Are you registered in the parish? _____  Please supply us with your Parish ID# _____________________ 
                                                                                                                           (Located on your envelopes) 

Fatherõs Name _____________________________________  e-mail address: ___________________________ 
 
Motherõs Name ____________________________________ e-mail address: ____________________________ 
                                                                                                                            Age: ______(3 by 9/1/08) 
School _________________________________________________                     Grade (as of Sept. 2008) ____ 
 

                               DATE    Please Sacrament was performed (Name & Address) 
      (It is very important that we have this information completed on this form.  Thank You!) 
 
Baptism:  ___/___/___   _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reconciliation: ___/___/___   _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1st Communion: ___/___/___   _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Confirmation: ___/___/___   _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Is there any special information about your family or child that the Religious Education Coordinator or the Catechists should know, 
i.e. lack of previous religious education, learning disabilities, divorce, death in the family, allergies, giftedness, parents opposed to religious 
education?   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are both parents Catholic? _______  If no, which parent is not Catholic, and what religion does he/she practice? _______________________ 
Would you like to volunteer for other Religious Ed activities? ______________________________ 
Would you be willing to serve as a room representative? ______ 
Would you be willing to serve as a teacher or serve as a teacherõs aide? ______ 
Check here ____ if you do not want your name and information published in a Parish Directory. 
ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ 
 

To ensure a spot for your child, we are asking you to sign up early for your choice of class and time.  Your registration form must be submitted with a 
$50.00 deposit.  Final payments for Religious Education Tuition are due on the first day of class.  Please indicate preferred class time for your child 
who will be a 4- & 5-yr. old classes and/or grades 1-6. 
 

Pre-school classes ages 3,4, or 5 years old (kindergarten): 9-9:50 _____ OR for 4 and 5 years old:  10:15-11:15 _____ 
Grades 1-6:  Sunday morning  9:00-10:00 _____ OR  10:15-11:15 ______ 
Grades 7 & 8:  Tuesday evening  7:00-8:30 _____ 
 

Sign-up is on a first come basis.  Please sign up for your desired class time, and we will do our best to accommodate everyone.  If you have any comments 
or suggestions, please call Dana McKenna at 251-3734. 
ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ 
If you have not already done so, 
Please sent a copy of your childõs 
Baptismal certificate to:   
St. Joseph Religious Education 
c/o Dana McKenna 
1747 Lake Avenue 
Wilmette, IL  60091 

                                                                         Office Use Only 
Tuition: Pre-School & Kindergarten $75 each student.   Total Amt Pd. _________ 
     Grades 1-8 One Student $285.00   Cash _________ 
  Two Students $400.00   Ch # _________ 
  Three Students $525.00   Date Rcd. _____ 
Sacrament Fees:  Second Grade $50.00  Eighth Grade:  $75.00 By: __________ 
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