OCTOBER 12, 2008 - TWENEMGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

HISTORIC
SANTIOSEPHCHURCH

A WELCOMING CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and

completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming
community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all
through our ministries of word, worship and service.

Mass Schedule
Saturday5:00 pm OCtOber IS

Sunday7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am

Daily Mass RESpECt Llfe MOnth

MondaySaturday 6:30, 8:30 am

Eucharistic Adoration
Every Tuesday 9:000:00am
1st Sunday of the month
2:00-8:00pm

NOTICE
Tentatively,
please note the
east parking lot
will be closed through
Friday, October 17th.
Thank you.
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Reflections from the Pastor

Well the scaffolding that has shrouded the bell tower of our beautiful church
for over a year is finally coming down and the bells are ringing agamuch to the
delight of those within earshot. We are once again marking the passage of time,
calling people to church, celebrating weddings and tolling funerals with the bells of
Saint Joseph. | wish this meant that all of our construction projects were over, bu
they are not. Mark Ward, our general contractor for the church and bell tower
repair and the construction of the porte cochére, still has some tuckpointing work tc
do on those parts of the church which the scaffolding blocked. That should take
approximately two weeks.

As | write this reflection, several pieces of heavy equipment are beginning to
tear up the parking lot east of the rectory in preparation for its repair. The repair is long overdue, but we
are finally in a position to undertake the work. As you know, the funds which we accrue from our annual E
Cash Raffle have been designated for the past four years for the repair of our parking lots. | am very
grateful to all who have so generously bought tickets to our Big Cash Raffle. They have made this significe
improvement possible. | am also deeply grateful to Tim Johnson who has organized and supervised t
raffle for the last few years. | jokingly suggested that we name the newly repaired parking lot the Tim
Johnson Memori al Parking Lot , but he declined c
need any memorials.

Last year we reggraded, resurfaced and restriped the school parking lot and installed several
additional safety measures. Now we are turning our attention to the east church parking lot. That lot, to
must be regraded, resurfaced and restriped. In addition we will be installing a curb at the eastern border
of that parking lot so that excess water may drain properly and not cause our neighbors any distress. /
curb along the eastern border of the parking lot will also keep the salt that we must spread in winter from
killing the bushes near our new fence. All this work, of course, has been carefully planned by the engineeri
firm of one of our former parishioners, Tom McCabe, who will also supervise the project. The details of t
repair have been cleared with the Village of Wilmette and all proper permits have been secured. After the
usual bid process and the oversight of the Archdiocese of Chicago, the contract was signed. The work on
parking lot is being done by PR Grading Corporation which is headed by Rory Rion, who also has :
connection with Saint Joeds. Hi s grandparents ¢

As soon as the east parking lot is finished, the crew will begin to resurface the circular drive on th
Lake Avenue side of the church and rectory. It has been badly damaged during the construction and it has
be widened due to the fact that the new porte cochere is five feet wider than its venerable predecessor. i
addition, thanks to the generous contribution of parishioners, we will be installing a six inch curb at the edg
of the new circular drive. | think this will provide a more finished and very attractive look to the side of the
church that most people see as they drive past. It will also keep cars from driving on the lawns an
damaging the grass and landscaping. This work is to be completed by the end of October. | will then as
our landscaper, Jim DiClementi, to repair the sections of the lawn that suffered during the construction befc
it gets too cold. In the spring we will restore the memorial bushes that previously flanked the porte cocher
Then the new lighting plan for that facade of the church, designed by another of our parishioners, Ann
Kustner, will beautifully illuminate our historic treasure.

While all this is going on, | ask all of you to be patient with the dust and the inconvenience that wil
be created. Soon we will reap the rewards of our long and hard efforts. God bless you.

Father John Pollard
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