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Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am 

 
Daily Mass 

Monday-Saturday 6:30, 8:30 am 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Tuesday 9:00-10:00am 

1st Sunday of the month 
2:00-8:00pm 

 
 
 

A  W E L C O M I N G  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y 

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to 

proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and 

completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming 

community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all 

through our ministries of word, worship and service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Third Sunday of Advent  

 



Reflections from the Pastor 

 The third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete Sunday.  Gaudete is the 
Latin word for òRejoice.ó  Last Sunday the readings urged us: òPay attention.ó  
This Sunday they encourage us to òRejoice.ó   
 

 In the midst of what seems to be one of the worst economic downturns in 
many, many years, this is good advice.  If weõre not careful, we could begin to 
think that the economy and our individual places within it are the only things 
that matter in life.  We could begin to measure our sense of happiness and 
satisfaction only in economic terms.  We could even allow the fluctuations of the 
stock market to determine our outlook on life. But we have so many reasons to 
be joyful, if only we take the time to name them and reflect on them.  

Embracing a sense of joy just might cause us to approach this giving time of year from a slightly 
different perspective.  Joy, after all, is one of the most important characteristics of the Christian person.  
We are supposed to allow others to see in us the sense of joy that come from knowing that God so 
loved us that he sent his only-begotten Son to become one like us and to save us. 
 

 Ready or not ñ the Christmas season is almost are upon us.  To begin this time of prayer and 
festival with a mindfulness of the blessings that infuse our lives gives joy and guards against some of the 
traps that the material world sets before us, particularly at this time of the year.   A mindset of 
thankfulness, gratitude and appreciation is a great foundation on which to build a balanced and healthy 
celebration of the Christmas season.  Gratitude grows when we approach the world from a mindset of 
abundance rather than scarcity.   Gratitude deepens when we commit ourselves to a life of sharing our 
gifts.    
 

 To view our lives from a place of abundance requires the ability to distinguish between our wants 
and our needs, and the belief that we have all we need to live productive, fulfilled lives.  It also is 
greatly served by developing the ability to imagine the mundane and the ordinary in new ways. 
 

  An outlook on life based in gratitude is difficult to maintain in our world that is filled with 
attitudes of entitlement.  Sharing, as a guiding principle of attitude and conduct, helps us remember that 
all of life is gift.  Despite our well-intentioned, hard-earned efforts to create and sustain a certain 
lifestyle, fundamentally, we enter this life with nothing and leave in the same manner.  All that happens 
in between is the result of the many, varied blessings that have been given to us through the physical, 
mental, emotional and spiritual dimensions of life.  When we remember who we are in relation to the 
vast mystery of the universe, it is much easier to cultivate a spirit of thanksgiving, especially in the midst 
of abundance and plenty. 
 

 It is within this context that I ask each family in Saint Joseph Parish to take some time during the 
busy final days of Advent to reflect on the many gifts God has given you, and to make a carefully 
considered decision about what, in turn, you would like to offer to Saint Joseph Parish as your Christmas 
gift.  Mother Teresa said, òOpen your hearts to the love God instills in them.  God loves you tenderly.  
What he gives you is not to be kept under lock and key, but to be shared.ó  In that spirit I ask you be as 
generous as you are able to be in your offering to Saint Joseph Parish this Christmas.  This parish is one 
of the many blessings for which we all ought to be most grateful.  It has stood soaring above Lake 
Avenue and Ridge Road for many generations of faithful Catholic people.  For a hundred and sixty-
three years they generously responded to similar requests at this time of year from my distinguished 
predecessors.  We have so much for which to be thankful, so much for which to òRejoice.ó  God bless you. 
 
          Father John Pollard 
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Presented by Fr Ben Hawley, SJ  

Comfort Ye My People  

An Advent Series  

  
 
This Advent series explores the reality that God not only sees our worldõs need for the 

Good News, but that He also brings us this Good News through the Incarnation, Passion 
and Death of His beloved Son.  Drawing on the readings of the Sundays in Advent, this 
series will develop themes of Godõs love for Creation and all humanity and His desire to 
bring new life to a Creation that groans for redemption (Romans 8:22).  
 
Wednesday, December 17: God Gives Us His Spirit - and Himself  

òThe Spirit of the Lord is upon me,ó Isaiah says, quoting the Servant, whom we have come 

to know as Jesus of Nazareth.  And the Lord sends that same Spirit upon you and me, 

such that òI rejoice heartily in the Lord, in my God is the joy of my souló (Is 61:10-11).  At 

His birth we offer him the gift of our gratitude - and the gift of ourselves by which we 

become united with Him in his death and resurrection.  

St. Joseph Catholic Church  

7:30 PM in the COMMUNITY ROOM  

(Entrance by the south parking lot (off Ridge Rd.))  

1747 LAKE AVE.,  WILMETTE IL  

Confirmation for Adults 
The Archdiocese of Chicago sponsors adult Confirmation preparation for adults 18 years of age or older who 
are active Catholics and have received the sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist.   
 
A program will meet 7:00pmñ8:30pm on all the Mondays and Tuesdays of January 2009 at Meyer Center, 
3525 S. Lake Park Ave., Chicago, 60653-1402. 
 
For information and registration interested candidates may e-mail Patrick Redington, Office for Catechesis & 
Youth Ministry, at predington@archchicago.org or telephone (312) 243-3700. 
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Save the Date!  
Please save the date, Saturday, 
February 28, for St. Joseph Schoolõs 
benefit dinner and auction, òSummer by 
the Shoreó at Michigan Shores Club.  
Event highlights include a bountiful 
beachside buffet, silent and live auctions 
and some friendly wagering.  This annual 
event is a major school fundraiser and 
allows St. Joseph School to offer a 
Catholic education while keeping tuition 
fees lower.  Please contact Patti Tsuru at 
847-853-9607, if you would like to 
donate an auction item, place an 
advertisement in the auction book or to 
make a monetary contribution.  Contact 
Catherine Sullivan at 847-256-5130, if 
you would like to be sent an invitation. 

ST. JOSEPH PARISH - FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 

Week Ending Sunday 12/07/08  
Number of ParishPay Participants 114 
 

ParishPay Current Month (Wkly Avg.) $3,500  
Actual Weekly Offertory Collection $12,486 
Total Weekly Collection $15,986 
Weekly Collection Budget $16,000 
Weekly Budget Overage (Shortfall)  ($14) 
 

Year to Date Number of Sundays 23 
YTD Weekly Average Collection $15,406 
 

YTD Collections for FY 2008-09 $354,348 
YTD Budget for FY 2008-09 $368,000 
YTD Overage (Shortfall)                               ($13,652) 
 

YTD Collections for 2007-08 $366,667 

St. Joseph Financials 

St. Joseph School Registration Begins January 5, 2009 
 

Registration to enroll your child at St. Joseph School for the 2009-2010 school year begins 
January 5, 2009.  SJS graduates continue to reap top scholastic awards at Regina Dominican, 
New Trier and Loyola Academy.  In fact, three SJS graduates have earned National Merit 
distinction!  And, our Social Studies, 8th grade Literature and Algebra courses are the envy of our 
area! 
 
Forms may be downloaded from our website at www.stjosephschool.com or obtained by calling the 
school office at 847-256-7870.  Please join us for a private tour.  Call the school office and speak 
with our school secretary, Linda Sorensen, to make arrangements. 
 
Children are enrolled based on the following established priority: 
 1. Currently enrolled parishioner students 
 2. Siblings of enrolled parishioner students 
 3. New parishioner students 
 4. Currently enrolled non-parishioner students 
 5. Siblings of enrolled non-parishioner students 
 6. New non-parishioner students 
Based on the above priority, once the maximum number of children per grade is reached, a 
waiting list is started based on the same priority.  Once enrollment (K-5) reaches 22 or more 
children in a single class, consideration will be given to opening two sections of that grade (waitlist 
for grades 6-8 created when total reaches 28). 
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ABOUT FR. ALBANO ééé. 
Fr. Albano Fernandes (classmate and a good friend of 
Fr. Anthony for more than 20 years) is a priest of the 
Catholic Archdiocese of Goa and Daman.  He comes 
from a well known village of Goa called Benaulim, 
located about 5 miles west of Margao.  It is a relaxed 
and friendly place, which is famous for two main 
reasons:  1) It is known for its famous beach.  Most of 
the tourists enjoy the peaceful and serene nature of the 
place.  2) The great missionary of Goa, Blessed Joseph 
Vaz, Apostle of Canara and Ceylon (Sri Lanka) and 
the Patron of the Archdiocese, was born in Benaulim, 
(his motherõs house) on April 21, 1651. Fr. Albanoõs 
parents have a home in Benaulim.  His brother lives with 
his parents and was married in December 2007. There 
are four siblingsñtwo sisters and two brothers 
(including myself).  He is the eldest among the siblings.  
Both his sisters are married. 

 
Fr. Albano completed his primary and secondary 
education (until 10th grade) at St. Ritaõs High School, 
an English medium school in the village of Maina, where 
his Dad was the head clerk for 18 years.  While 
studying in 10th grade, he felt God calling him to 
become a priest.   He joined the Diocesan Minor 
Seminary of the Archdiocese in 1986 at the age of 15 
(where he met Fr. Anthony).  He joined the Major 
Seminary, i.e., the Patriarchal Seminary of Rachol in 
1989.  After completing his Philosophical studies (3 
years) and Theological studies (4 years), he was 
ordained on May 2, 1997 at St. John the Baptist 
Church, Benaulim.  There were 6 new priests ordained 
that year. 

 
His first assignment was as Associate Pastor of 
Immaculate Conception Church, Panjim, the capital city 
of Goa.  After a year, according to the Diocesan 
policies, he had to go to the Diocesan Pastoral Institute 
in Old Goa.  This was the year of ongoing formation 
for the newly ordained priests where they were given 
specialized pastorally-oriented courses.  They also had 
weekend Parish Ministry in different parishes besides 
some immersion exposure-based programs.  While he 
was here, he along with two other companions, 
volunteered to go to work as missionaries in the 
Diocese of Agartala, Tripuraña small land-locked hill 
tribal state in northeast India.  Before, he could venture 
into this adventurous mission, he worked for a year as 
an Associate Pastor in one of the poor and mission 
parishes in Goa. 

In the year 2000, the ôGreat Jubilee Year of the Lordõ, 
he landed on the soil of Tripura.  He was sent along 
with another priest, Fr. Philip Neri Dias, as ôDonum 
Fideiõ (gift of Faith) priests to the Diocese of Agartala, 
for a period of 3 to 4 years.  It was here, in his second 
month after arriving, that he had a terrifying and 
shattering experience which he shared in his homily on 
October 19, 2008 (World Mission Sunday).  After 
completing his term, he returned to Goa in 2003 and 
worked as an Associate Pastor in the parish of 
Cuncolim.  After a year, he was transferred to Our 
Lady of Rosary Church, Navelim, the largest church in 
Asia and Goa, which has a population of 31,000 
Catholics.  As an Associate Pastor, he was engaged in 
different apostolates such as catechetical, youth, 
liturgical, family, social action, etc.  In his 4-year tenure, 
he was the Secretary of the Family Service Centre 
where he was also involved as a resource person in 
Marriage Preparation programs and other family-
oriented sessions. 
 
He is sent to the United States by his Archbishopñ
Patriarch, His Grace Most Rev. Filipe Neri Ferrao to 
receive a Masterõs Degree in Pastoral Counseling at the 
Institute of Pastoral Studies, Loyola University, Chicago. 


