Mass Schedule

Saturday5:00 pm
Sunday7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am

Daily Mass
MondaySaturday 6:30, 8:30 am

Eucharistic Adoration
Every Tuesday 9:000:00am
1st Sunday of the month
2:00-8:00pm

Fourth Sunday of Advent

DECEMBER 21, 2008 - FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVEI

HISTORIC
SANTIOSEPHCHURCH

CHRISTMAS 2008
MASS SCHEDULE

Wednesday, December 24th
CHRISTMAS EVE

300pmiFami |l y Mass with Chi
5:15 pnmfi Christmas Carols

5:30pnii Christmas Vigil Mass with Trumpet
9:30pnfi Christmas Carols with Parish Choir
10:00pnti Christmas Vigil Mass with Parish Choir

Thursday, December 25th
CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES

7:30amfi Christmas Mass at Dawn with Strings

9:00anmi Christmas Day Mass with Strings

10:15anti Christmas Day Mass with
Contemporary Choir

11:30anti Christmas Day Mass with Parish Choir
and Brass

Saturday, December 27{8unday, December 28th
THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

5:00pm 7:30am 9:00am 10:15am 11:30am

Wednesday, December 31st
NEW YEAROS EVE MASS

5:00pm

Thursday, January 1, 2009
NEW YEAR®S DAY MASSE
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

7:30am 9:00am 10:15am 11:30am

www.stjosephwilmette.org

1747 Lake Avenue’ Wilmette, lllinois 60091 r Phone: 847-251-0771 ' Fax: 847-251-5715



Reflections from the Pastor

To all who gather in historic St. Joseph Church to celebrate the great feast
of Christmas, may the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. You
do not know how grateful to God | am for each one of you who take the time to
acknowl edge the fact of Godds presenc
t hat presence and action in prayer anc

Whether you are a parishioner who comes to Mass each Sunday, a
parishioner who comes once in a while or a visitor coming to be with family and
friends, you are all most welcome for this celebration of the birth of our Savior. |
would like every Catholic person in the neighborhood to know that you are loved
by God and that you wil/ be received
want to extend a special greeting to those Catholics who, for whatever reason, do not regularly participate |
the practice of their faith. No matter what you may feel is the obstacle preventing you from being more
closely incorporated into the community of faith that is Saint Joseph Parish, | want you to know that the
pastoral staff is here precisely to assist you on your journey of faith. We will do anything we can to remove
the obstacle so that you may become more fully active once again. Please consider giving us a chance.
also want every person, no matter what faith, to know that you will be treated in a respectful and friendly
way in our church. May your experience of the simple beauty and joy of our liturgies throughout the
Christmas season be pleasant and memorable.

| invite each one of you to take a few moments to reflect on the many Christmas festivals that have
been marked in our church over the years. Join the generations of those who firmly believe that God s
loved the world that he sent his ofidggotten Son, his Word made flesh, to take on our humanity, to dwell
among us, to suffer and die out of love for us and to call us into eternal communion with him.

Let the lights of the trees dazzle you. Let their brightness illuminate your mind so that you may
more deeply understand the mystery of the birth of the Savior of the world in a simple manger. Let thernr
rekindle in you the gift of faith that the Light of the World himself brings to you anew this day.

Take your children or grandchildren up to show them the Nativity scene. Retell for them the
Christmas story which you were told when you were a child. Mention the loving care of new parents, the
humbl e surroundings of the childbds birth, the p
star and the long journey of the Magi in search of that star and the hope it inspires. Linger a few minutes t
allow the wonder and truth of that story to wash over you again, for the miracle of Christmas is not only, or
even especially, for children.

Allow the Christmas wreaths, flowers and plants to bear a scent of the divine into your lives. Let
their freshness remind you of the life stirring in the crib that is filled with such promise. Let the beauty of
their colors touch your hearts to inspire a warm and generous response to the inestimable blessing of tl
rebirth of Christ in your midst.

Join your voices to those of your family, friends and neighbors and sing out the songs of Christmas
Let the familiar carols recall your fond memories of Christmas past and carry the significance of those
treasured experiences on the waves of sound out into your future. Let them remind you that still we wait ir
hopeful expectation for the Second Coming of the infant reborn in our hearts today.

May the peace and joy of this blessed Christmas season fill your hearts and homes throughout th
year. Merry Christmas and God bless you.
Father Johrollard
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