MARCH 1, 2009 - FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

HISTORIC
SANTIOSEPHCHURCH

A WELCOMING CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and
completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming
community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all
through our ministries of word, worship and service.

Mass Schedule

Saturday5:00 pm
Sunday7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am

Daily Mass
MondaySaturday 6:30, 8:30 am

Eucharistic Adoration
Every Tuesday 9:000:00 am
1st Sunday of the month
2:00-8:00 pm

0The pirit drove Jesu
the desert, and he remained in
the desert for forty days,
tempted by Satan.
~Mark 1:12
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Reflections from the Pastor

Today is the first Sunday of Lent. It seems to have come upon us very
quickl vy, as the parable says, ol i ke
metaphor to use for the beginning of this Lent because it reminds us all of the
fleeting nature and sheer fragility of human life. It is a very sobering thought
indeed to consider how quickly our life can be altered or even ended by
unexpected or unanticipated events.

For all of us the season of Lent is like a climb to the holy mountain of

Easter. From the very beginning of Lent we should have this end in mind. Ler

has a dual character: to prepare both the faithful and the catechumens for the
celebration of the paschal mystery. There are three very important terms in this short description
Lent: the faithful, catechumens and paschal mysteryfaitfifiel are the vast majority of the people
of Saint Joseph Parish. We prepare ourselves during Lent for the renewal of our baptismal promise
at Easter by being attentive to the Word of God in Sacred Scripture, by prayer and fasting and
being generous to the poorCatechumensand candidates are those preparing to be baptized or
received into full communion with the Church. Today those catechumens and candidates
celebrating the Rite of Election at Holy Name Cathedral. In this rite the catechumens and candidat
are accepted into a more intense period of preparation for the sacraments of initiation which they wil
celebrate at the Easter Vigil. Tlpaschal mysteryi s Chr i st 6s wor k of r
principally by his Passion, death, Resurrection and Ascension. The paschal mystery is celebrated
made present in the liturgy of the Church and its saving effects are communicated through tf
sacraments, principally the Eucharist.

In order to assist both the faithful and the catechumens to prepare for the Easter sacrament
Saint Joseph Parish offers several opportunities. Most important among these is our Parish Miss
Father Patrick Boyle is our missionary this year. He will be presenting nightly reflections based on t
t heme, oBe you perfect as your heavenly Fath
March 911 at 7:30 PM in Church. All parishioners should set this time aside and enter into the Lent
journey toward Easter by attending the parish mission. | have asked that no other parish activities
scheduled on those evenings so that all can participate in the Parish Mission.

In addition, there are several other highlights. Every Friday evening in Lent we will have the
chance to walk the Way of the Cross together in church at 7:30. This traditional form of Lenten praye
unites us to Christ in his Passion and death. As usual every Tuesday morning during Lent we will mé
holy hour from 9 until 10 in church during which we celebrate Eucharistic adoration and Benediction
the Blessed Sacrament. On Sunday, March 15 we will take a short pause from Lent and honor c
patron, Saint Joseph, with the traditional Saint Joseph Table in the Community Room after all tl
Masses. Our parish Lenten Penance Service will be on Monday, April 6 at 7:30 PM.

| want to call your attention to a truly unique event this Lent. On Sunday, March 22 the mus
ministry of Saint Joseph Parish will pregenten Praisa concert of sacred choral works, featuring
Hay d #&lissa Brevis Sancti Joannisde De€ | au di oStakaaMatea odl i Re s x Men
Lobesang The concert is being presented at 3 PM in the splendid acoustic of our historic church. |
hope you will take the time this year to immerse yourself in this deeply spiritual experience. God bles
you.

Father John Pollard
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