MARCH 15, 2009 - THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

HISTORIC
SANTIOSEPHCHURCH

A WELCOMING CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and
completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming
community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all
through our ministries of word, worship and service.

Mass Schedule :
You Are Invited

Sunday7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am
To THE SAINT JOSEPHCHURCH

. MuUSICMINISTRY LENTEN CONCERT
Daily Mass

MondaySaturday 6:30, 8:30 am

enten Pr:

Every Tuesday 9:000:00 am
1st Sunday of the month
2:00-8:00 pm : FEATURING

Mlssa brews

Sanctl Joannis de Deo
by Franz Josef Haydn

Stabat Mater

by Claudio Casciolini

- Lobgesang

STake these out ol by Felix Mendelssohn

WSS S Unday, March 22,

ADMISSION IS FREE

www.stjosephwilmette.org 1747 Lake Avenue’™ Wilmette, lllinois 60091 ' Phone: 8472510771 © Fax: 847-251-5715



Reflections from the Pastor

Last week in our own village the lives of a wife and mother and her son were
suddenly and violently taken, apparently by a very troubled husband anefategr,
who then apparently took his own life as well. This overwhelming tragedy struck in the
presbytery of one of our sister churches, the First Presbyterian Church of Wilmette. |
think the fact that this terrible series of events erupted in a parsonage cried out to me
for some kind of response from Saint Joseph Parish. For a place so close to a church
be the site of such senseless violence contradicts everything we believe and know abot
what churches contribute to a community. For many the church is a sanctuary of peac
and reconciliation. When that understanding of church is shaken by such tragic and
violent acts, some perhaps will begin to question their beliefs.

In the first few hours after the awful news began to circulate, all | kept thinking was how best to expres:
the sympathy of the people of Saint Joseph Parish to the pastor and people of the First Presbyterian Church
Wilmette. In addition to expressing our condolences, | felt that | needed to tell Pastor Sarah Butter, whom | ha
met a few times at the meetings of the Wilmette clergy, the sad truth that unfortunately this could have happene
anywhered in the presbyteries, rectories or parsonages of any faith. Such unreasonable violence can erug
anywhere. No fault lay with the people or ministers of the First Presbyterian Church of Wilmette.

| did formally communicate that to Pastor Butter in-araiewhich pledged the prayerful support of the
people of Saint Joseph Parish for the people of First Presbyterian in their time of grief. What a bitter cross for
those poor people to bear this Lent. That image remained in mind throughout the day until | decided to adar
our ordinary Friday Lenten devotion, the Stations of the Cross, into a liturgical prayer service for the victims of t
tragedy and in solidarity with the members of First Presbyterian Church. | asked Pastor Butter if it wa
acceptable to her that we hold this prayer servi c:¢

It was not a particularly imaginative idea, but one that was workable in a short amount of time. The
Stations of the Cross would remain the centerpiece of the prayer service, but we would make certai
accommodations so that people from the other churches of Wilmette would feel welcome if they decided to jo
us. The object of the Stations of the Cross is to help the faithful to make a spiritual pilgrimage of prayer, throug
meditating upon some of the more significant mome
most popular devotions for Catholics, but it features in the worship and devotion of other Christians as well.
seemed to me that the people of First Presbyterian Church of Wilmette were walking the same Way of Cross thi
Jesus followed.

| chose the setting of the Stations of the Cross that is written from the perspective of Mary, the mother
Jesus. Itis a particularly touching version in which Mary follows Jesus from the moment he is condemned to d
until his lifeless body is placed in her lap at the foot of the cross. Throughout the Way of the Cross, Mary watch
in silence, prays in silence, weeps in silence and suffers in silence. Every mother would rather endure
sufferings of her child rather than see the child suffer. The bond between mother and son that is evident in t
Passion and Death of Christ unites them to all mothers andl Isenshe mother and son who lost their lives
together this past week. The cross looms large in the life of every Christian.

| am grateful to all those who attended the Stations of the Cross in Saint Joseph Church last Friday nig
| want to express my sincere gratitude especially to Reverend Tripp Hudgins of the Community Church
Wilmette who attended along with several of his parishioners. My thanks, too, go to the visitors from the othe
churches of Wilmetteand, of course, to our own people. God bless them.

Father John Pollard
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