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May is the Month of 

Mary 

 

 

 

 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am 

 
 

Daily Mass 
Monday-Saturday 6:30, 8:30 am 

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Tuesday 9:00-10:00 am 

1st Sunday of the month 
2:00-8:00 pm 

 

A  W E L C O M I N G  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y 

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to 

proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and 

completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming 

community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all 

through our ministries of word, worship and service. 

HISTORIC 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Please join us Sunday May 3rd, 2009 for Eucharistic Adoration 

in the Church from2:00-8:00 p.m. Come spend time with Jesus in 

the Blessed Sacrament. The Menõs Rosary League invites 

everyone to come at 5:00 p.m. to pray the Rosary. All are 

welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 
òBecause of this, God greatly exulted him and bestowed on him the name 

that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
-Philippians 2:9-11 



Reflections from the Pastor 

 Last weekend 55 young people from St. Joseph Parish were confirmed in 
the Catholic faith by Archbishop James Keleher, the retired Archbishop of Kansas 
City in Kansas.  It was great to have him here.  He was ordained to serve as a 
priest in Chicago over fifty years ago, and he now has a townhouse in Wilmette 
and is a parishioner at St. Joeõs.  All the young people who were confirmed, took to 
him right away and started referring to him as Archbishop Jim. 
 
 As a part of their final preparation to receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation,  I interviewed each candidate and I am happy to report to the parish 
that, in general, they are indeed ready to be fully initiated into the Church.  The 
journey in the Catholic faith that began for them on the day of their baptism and 

which was deepened when they were welcomed to the table of the Eucharist, is now fortified by the gift of 
the Holy Spirit in the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 
 When each candidate for Confirmation comes to my office, for his/her appointment they bring with 
them their completed Confirmation workbook, a report on the saint whose name they have chosen for 
Confirmation, a letter to the confirming bishop stating the reasons they seek to be confirmed and a letter to 
me expressing their willingness to continue their religious education and involvement in the parish.  In addition 
they bring a record of the hours they have contributed to serving the needs of others.  In almost every case, 
this work has been excellent.  I have been very impressed by the seriousness with which these young people 
have taken the various components of their preparation for Confirmation.   
 
 In their letters and conversations with me, the young people expressed some very profound thoughts, 
some even disturbing.  If you donõt think children feel deeply, you are mistaken.  A few of the young people 
expressed a regret that, up until now, they did not regularly go to Mass on Sunday.  Several spoke of 
conflicts on Sunday morning with sports; others said their parents never went to church or only went on 
Christmas and Easter.  They readily admitted that they now are responsible to get themselves to Mass, but I 
would be disingenuous if, on their behalf, I did not express their disappointment with their parents for not 
taking them to Mass while they were growing up.  One young man wrote, òI would like to be more religious 
than most of my family.  My parents donõt go to church and they donõt take us.  I want to change that now.ó  
Another wrote, òLife sometimes can be hard.  I have found in this past year that going to Mass can sometimes 
help.  Iõm not sure why, but it does.ó  A girl wrote, òWhen my family goes to Mass, I watch the other people.  
They seem so happy.  I wish we were that happy.ó  Another girl said, òIt is important for people to have 
things they believe in and follow.  Mine will be the Catholic Church.ó   
 
 Going to Mass is important to young people.  One young man summed up the feeling of several 
others.  òEver since I was little, my parents have taught and raised me to be the best Catholic that I can be.  I 
have gone to church since I was in pre-school, and continue to attend at least every weekend.  Though I go to 
church every Sunday, there is still so much for me to accomplish and explore about my faith.ó 
 
 Prayer is important to young people as well.  One boy wrote, òEven though I donõt go to church every 
Sunday, I know I should and I pray to God to help me with my worries, praying that things will get better.ó   
A girl wrote these touching words, òI pray every day.  Most of the time I pray in private because when you 
pray in private and donõt brag about it, God will reward you because he sees everything and knows what 
you have done.ó 
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Listen to what one girl learned from her service project: òAt tutoring on Saturday, I worked with a second 
grader on reading.  The differences between that girl I tutored and my second grade sisterõs reading level 
shocked me a bit.  It made me realize the kind of opportunity I have had growing up in Wilmette and how 
other kids in the city donõt get the time to read and learn, like many Wilmette kids.  I realized that I loved 
the rewarding feeling of being able to make a difference to that one little girl in Chicago.ó 
 
 In general, receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation means a great deal to our young people.  One 
girl, I think, spoke for most when she wrote, òI would like to be confirmed because I think I am ready to 
become an adult in the Catholic Church.  My faith has become very important to me, and I feel that I am 
ready to speak for myself, and make the vows that my parents made for me at my baptism.  Doing service 
projects has made me more aware of other people and I am trying to be a kinder, more caring person.  
Instead of worrying about less important things, I try to think about other people more.  I have learned a lot 
about my faith, and I enjoyed the opportunity I had during the retreat to ask questions about it.  I want to 
have a closer relationship with God.ó 
 
 When all my interviews with the candidates for Confirmation were completed, I sat back and 
reflected on these impressive young people.  They seem more mature than I was when I was their age.  They 
are enthusiastic, imaginative, self-confident and generally delightful to be around.  I told each candidate 
that I am happy that they are part of St. Joseph Parish now and hope that they continue to be involved in the 
life of the parish, especially by their attendance at Sunday Mass.  I also told them how proud I am of them.  
God bless them and keep them close to him all their lives. 
 
          Father John Pollard 

SAVE THE DATE  

ST. JOSEPHõS COUNTRY FAIR 

BLOCK PARTY SUN, JULY 19  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òThank God Iõm a Country Boy!ó 

Grab your boots and hat and mosey on down to 

St. Josephõs Country Hoedown, Sunday July 19 

at the Church Fairgrounds. Thereõll be plenty of 

good grub and Coke;  

lots of old favorites and some new surprises 

you seriously donõt want to miss!  

See yõall there! 
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Adrian Araujo 
Sophie Arnold 
Zachary Baj 
Bennett Basil 

Charlie Bevenour 
Jillian Bock 
Grace Breen 

Joseph Buchanan 
Colleen Butler  
Olivia Burnside 
Everett Cienkus 
Colleen Condon 

Liesel Dolce 
Tilly Duffy 

Michael Endre 
Joseph Erie 
Thomas Erie 

Ellie Finnigan 
Luke Fox 

Joshua Garate 
Matthew Ghiselli 
Nicole Giannini 
Laura Govert 
Dylan Greif 

Adam Halaseh 

Lucy Murray 
Buddy O'Brien 
Dalton Ohle 

Matthew Oparowski 
Jakobe Rabor 
Nora Reese 

Lauren Russell 
Egan Schliesmann 

Maeve Silk 
Kyle Smith 

Lauren Smith 
Brian Solmos 
John Stone 
Sile Surman 
Talia Vasilj 

Florian Vining  
Michael Vongher 
Melaina Vranicar 
Fiona Wardrop 
Allison White 

Alexis Woodrick 
Greta Yeager 

Sophia Zavattero 
Claire Zoller 

Robert Zukowski 

Christopher Hara 
Morgan Hardin 
Brianna Hickey 
Kathleen Hirsch 

Joe Hutson 
Theo Jerva 

Patrick Jodloman 
Jack Johnson  
Tatum Johnston 

Jessica Kalis 
Sean Kenny 
Will Kohl 

Andrew Kuhn 
Christopher Kuhn 

Helen Kuhn 
Grace Kupiec 
Sophie Kupiec 
 Sam Liepert 
Roberta Mall 

Marion Madanguit 
Gabriela Martinez 

Kelly McNulty 
Zachary Melnick 

Jack Metzler 
Mallory Moran 


