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Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am 

 
 

Daily Mass 
Monday-Saturday 6:30, 8:30 am 

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Tuesday 9:00-10:00 am 

1st Sunday of the month 
2:00-8:00 pm 

A  W E L C O M I N G  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y 

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to 

proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and 

completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming 

community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all 

through our ministries of word, worship and service. 

HISTORIC 

Year of the Priests  
June 19th, 2009- June 19th, 2010  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Christ the Great High Priest 
Pope Benedict XVI has declared a òYear for Priestsó beginning with 
the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on June 19, 2009. The 

year will conclude in Rome with an international gathering of priests 
with the Holy Father on June 19th, 2010.     



Reflections from the Pastor 

 Last Thursday, the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Pope Benedict 
XVI proclaimed a Year for Priests that will extend to June 19, 2010.  The 
fundamental reason for a special Year for Priests is òto deepen the commitment of 
all priests to interior renewal.ó  The Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus has 
been traditionally dedicated to prayer for the spiritual welfare of priests, and thus 
was an appropriate time to launch the year-long quest for the spiritual renewal of 
priests.  We are fortunate here at Saint Joseph Parish to have a statue of the 
Sacred Heart to remind us to pray for priests especially during this Year for Priests.  
The Pope also noted that this year is the 150th anniversary of the birth of Saint 
John Vianney, the patron saint of priests. 
 

 In his apostolic letter to announce the year, Pope Benedict cites the words of the Curé of Ars as a 
simple summary of the central theme for the coming year:  òThe priesthood is the love of the heart of Jesus.ó  
That theme is woven through the entirety of Pope Benedictõs letter.  He also returns again and again to the 
words of St. John Vianney and the witness he offered with his life, as an example to be emulated by all 
priests today.  I would recommend taking a few minutes to read the apostolic letter which can be found on 
the Vatican website.  
 
 As he writes about the needs of the universal priesthood, the Holy Father first acknowledges òall 
those priests who quietly present Christõs words and actions each day to the faithful and to the whole world, 
striving to be one with the Lord in their thoughts and their will, their sentiments and their style of life.ó  He 
expresses his admiration and gratitude for the priests who strive to fulfill their vocation, pausing to mention 
the pastor with whom he worked immediately after his own priestly ordination.  The Pope also recalls òthe 
countless situations of suffering endured by many priestsó ð those who are neglected or misunderstood, those 
who cope with illness or other adversity, those who perform their ministry in adverse situations, and especially 
those who risk their lives in many places around the world for the good of the faith.  
 
 Against that background ð having paid tribute to the overwhelming majority of priests who serve 
their calling admirably ð the Pope acknowledges that there are also priests who fall short, and some who 
bring disgrace upon the priestly ministry.  The Holy Father does not explicitly refer to the scandals that have 
plagued the priesthood in recent years.  Instead he contrasts the failings of some priests with the lofty calling 
of their ministry, and emphasizes that the remedy for failure is a better sense of the dignity of the 
priesthood.  In an especially compelling passage the Pope writes: òThere are also, sad to say, situations 
which can never be sufficiently deplored where the Church herself suffers as a consequence of infidelity on 
the part of some of her ministers.  Then it is the world which finds grounds for scandal and rejection.  What is 
most helpful to the Church in such cases is not only a frank and complete acknowledgement of the weaknesses 
of her ministers, but also a joyful and renewed realization of the greatness of Godõs gift, embodied in the 
splendid example of generous pastors, religious afire with love for God and for souls, and insightful, patient 
spiritual guides.ó 
 
 Spiritual renewal is bound to come, the Pope argues, if priests recognize the great dignity of their 
calling. He again quotes St. John Vianney: òO, how great is the priest! ... If he realized what he is, he would 
die.ó  He reminds the Church of the great reverence that the Cur® of Ars had for the priesthood, and the truly 
awesome responsibility that he felt at his own role ð especially in celebrating the Eucharist.  The Pope 
encourages all priests to reflect on their dignity and to appreciate their vocation.  In particular he invites 
priests to center their lives on the Eucharist.  
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Parish News 

ST. JOSEPH PARISH - FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 

Week Ending Sunday 06/21/09  
Number of ParishPay Participants 109 
 

ParishPay Current Month (Wkly Avg.) $   3,620 
Actual Weekly Offertory Collection $ 17,156 
Total Weekly Collection $ 20,776* 
Weekly Collection Budget $ 16,000 
Weekly Budget Overage (Shortfall) $   4,776 
 

Year to Date Number of Sundays 51 
YTD Weekly Average Collection $ 15,229  
 

YTD Collections for FY 2008-09 $ 761,469 
YTD Budget for FY 2008-09 $ 800,000 
YTD Overage (Shortfall) ($   38,531)       
 

YTD Collections for 2007-08 $ 788,177 
 
* Includes a parishionerõs single donation of $6,250 

St. Joseph Financials 
Advertise Your Business 

at School Events. 
 

Support St. Joseph School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Contact Mair Hill for details 
847-251-8626 

mair@mairhill.com 

 Pope Benedict also has some inspiring words for pastors.  He says that to be an effective pastor 
means to imitate Christ.  òA priest must devote himself fully to his ministry, not as a career but as an offering 
of his entire self.ó  Such a priest also sets the example for spiritual devotion in his parish. People are more 
often taught by personal witness than by words, and a priest who is himself prayerful will inspire lay people 
to imitate his devotion. 
 
 Again and again in his letter, Pope Benedict stresses the primary importance of spiritual renewal 
among priests: both as a remedy for scandal and as a route to pastoral success.  He urges all priests to 
renew their dedication, revive their interior lives, and reinvigorate their zeal for souls.  This is the purpose of 
the Year for Priests: to stimulate priestly piety and resist the gravitational pull of the routine.  St. John 
Vianney said, òThe great misfortune for us parish priests is that our souls grow tepid.ó  Let us all pray that the 
Year for Priests is an antidote for that spiritual malaise.  God bless you. 
 
          Father John Pollard 

This is just a reminder that the array of CDôs from Lighthouse Catholic Media is still available  

in the vestibule at the back of church.  Many parishioners have made very positive comments  

about how well done these CDôs are.  The Evangelization Committee is pleased that so many  

of you are taking advantage of this opportunity to enrich and/or reinforce your own faith life. 
 

The committee will be sending in an order for more CDs in the next week or two, when the new 

ones come in, old ones are gone; the same titles won't be restocked.  The ñProtestant Ministerò  

CD, by Scott Hahn, is one that shouldnôt be missed. He is a great speaker, and his presentation  

is both heartfelt and incredibly great!  Apologetics is one of the toughest, most Catholic parts  

of the faith, and will make lukewarm, confused Catholics find a reason to be excited  

about their faith, so Scott Hahn's CD is a ñmust hear.ò 
 

You may make a small donation of $3.00 for the CD if you wish to do so. 


