JULY 12, 2009 - FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TI

HISTORIC
SANTIOSEPHCHURCH

A WELCOMING CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and
completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming
community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all
through our ministries of word, worship and service.

Mass Schedule

S, S e S ey THE BIG CA$H RAFFLE

ONLY HAS ONE WEEK TO GO!

Daily Mass
MondaySaturday 6:30, 8:30 am

Eucharistic Adoration
Every Tuesday 9:000:00 am
1st Sunday of the month
2:00-8:00 pm

Many of you have bought additional tickets this year,
for which we are deeply grateful.

If you have not bought a ticket, please try your best tg
help us. Please do not wait until the block party to do §o.

It does not i mprove your] od
The best way is to stop by the rectory and buy a ticke

We could really use a few angles (Or even Archangel§)
to help us over the top.

Thank you very much!

You can also call a ticket seller, numbers listed inside.

www.stjosephwilmette.org 1747 Lake Avenue’™ Wilmette, lllinois 60091 * Phone: 8472510771 ' Fax: 847-251-5715



Reflections from the Pastor

Visiting the sick is one of the corporal works of mercy. It is the responsibility of
every Christian person to care for those who are ill, to keep them in their prayers
and especially to visit them in hospitals and nursing homes. It is the hallmark of a
healthy community of faith to be concerned about their sick. Consequently one of
the ministries of which | am most proud as pastor of Saint Joseph Parish is our
Ministry of Care. Paul Fischer does a great job of organizing many of our
parishioners in this significant ministry. They receive special training in the care of
the sick, visit those from the parish who are ill or homebound and bring Holy
Communion to each of them. It is truly heartwarming for me to know that the sick of
our parish are so well <cared for by t|
pleased and proud that the corporal work of mercy, to visit the sick, is so well
integrated into the ordinary life of Saint Joseph Parish.

One di mension of the ministry to the sick whi
hospital ministry exercised by the priests of the parish. Both Father Kricek and | frequently visit the sick fro|
our parish who are in the local hospitals. | think visiting the sick occupies a very important place in the lives
of most priests.

For me visiting the sick has been a constituent element in my pastoral ministry from the first years of
my priesthood. For as long as | can remember, when | was working in parishes, | have set Friday morning
aside to make hospital calls. When | was working primarily in administrative positions in the Archdiocese o
Chicago or for the bishops in Washington, | missed the opportunity to visit the sick on a regular basis. A wi
old priest told me many years ago that a priest should not preach on Sunday unless he has visited the sick
during the previous week. Close contact with people who are burdened witld ilavesgherefore worried
and vulnerabled sensitizes the priest to the condition of those who will be celebrating the Sunday Eucharist
and consequently listening to his homily. For this reason | have always linked visiting the sick with the
preparation of my Sunday homily. My ordinary routine is to finalize my homily on Friday aftéwaftem
have returned from the hospital.

It might be interesting to know some of the
tell you what | usually do. Since at any given time we have a few to several parishioners in Evanston
Hospital, | will use that as an example. After Mass and breakfast, | drive over to the hospital, go to the
pastoral care office and look over the primiit of the names of those who are in the hospital that day. (That
printout is known as the hospital census.) This is a crucial step because the list is organized by religion an
can see from the peopleds addresses which ones :
Josephés in particul ar. | copy their names and
unless the patient wants me to. We usually chat for a few minutes and then | give the person a blessing. I
the person requests Holy Communion or the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick | gladly celebrate those
sacraments as well.

| am explaining all this to you because one important step in the process of my visiting the sick at
certain hospitals has chang@dnd not for the better. The North Shore University Health System, which
includes Evanston, Glenbrook, Skokie and Highland Park Hospitals, has eliminated the category of religion
from the hospital census. That means patients are not grouped by religion any longer as they had been in
the past. Now when | go to visit the sick | car
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the hospital census. They are lumped together with all the other people in the hospital on page after page of
names and room numbers. When | inquired of the staff why the nature of the hospital census was changed, tf
told me that it was done to protect the privacy of the patients. This may be so, but the new procedure also
severely impedes the ability of a pastor of any faith to visit his/her pedpieless of course he/she has been
previously informed by the family that their loved one is in the hospital in the first place. Effectively for me it
means that | can no longer simply go to one of those hospitals, look at the list of Catholic patients who are in tl
hospital, find the ones from Saint Joef6s and t hen
the person is in the hospital. | can then look up the room number in the hospital census and visit the person.

Since the administrators of the North Shore University Health System have made this change in the wa
formulate the hospital census, | must regrettably ask the people of Saint Joseph who would like to see a priest
they are in any of the hospitals that belong to that systespecially Evanston Hospital, Skokie Hospital and
Glenbrook Hospitad to call the rectory and make that request. Unfortunately we will not be able to go to one of
those hospitals and simply visit the sick of our parish so easily anymore. God bless you.

Father John Pollard

ST. JOSEPHOS BLOCK PARTY
PARKING LOT

As a reminder, the church parking lot will be closed for
parking after the 5:00 PM mass Saturday, July 18th for
Block Party set up. The church parking lot will not be
available Sunday Morning. Thank you for your
understanding.

ST.JOSEPH8S BLOCK PARTY St Joseph Financials

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

This is your last chance to sign up! Block Party ST. JOSEPHPARISH HNANCIAUNFORMATION
Volunteer sign up sheets are still available this Week Ending Sunday 07/05/09
Number of ParishPay Participants 112

weekend only at the church exits. Helping hands
. ParishPay Current Month (WKly Avg.) $ 3,600
|
are still needed! Adult and Teen volunteers are Actual Weekly Offertory Collection $ 9.991
especially needed. If you have already signed Total Weekly Collection $13,591

. . . Weekly Collection Budget $16.000
up or will this weekend, please look for your job Weekly Budget Overage (Shortfall ($ 2.400)
tcard in the mail this week. Thank !

postcard € ma S Wee ankyou Year to Date Number of Sundays 1
YTD Weekly Average Collection $13,591
YTD Collections for FY 2609 $13,591
YTD Budget for FY 20080 $16.000
YTD Overage (Shortfall) ($ 2,409)
YTD Collections for 20920 $14,787

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinse




