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Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am 

 
 

Daily Mass 
Monday-Saturday 6:30, 8:30 am 

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Tuesday 9:00-10:00 am 

1st Sunday of the month 
2:00-8:00 pm 

A  W E L C O M I N G  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y 

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to 

proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and 

completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming 

community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all 

through our ministries of word, worship and service. 

HISTORIC 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pope Benedict XVI has awarded the  
Cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice to Mr. Ron Berger upon  
his retirement as principal of Saint Joseph School.  

The Cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice is an award created  
by Pope Leo XIII in 1888.  The award is bestowed by  
Popes as a significant mark of honor for distinguished  

service to the Church.  It is one of the highest honors the  
Holy Father can grant to an individual.  Mr. Berger will  
receive the papal honor at the 11:30 AM Mass today,  

Catechetical Sunday.   

Congratulations to Mr. Berger. 

CATECHETICAL  
SUNDAY 



Reflections from the Pastor 

 Today Saint Joseph Parish joins Catholic parishes across the country in 
celebrating Catechetical Sunday. This annual event highlights the importance of 
catechetical ministry in the Church.  This year, Catechetical Sunday will focus on 
the theme, òCatechesis and the Proclamation of the Word.ó Those who have been 
designated by the community to serve as catechists will be called forth to be 
commissioned for their ministry. Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity 
to reflect upon the role that each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing 
on the faith and being a witness to the Gospel.  Catechetical Sunday is an 
opportunity for all to rededicate themselves to this mission as a community of 
faith. 
 

 Currently, more than half a million catechists serve in the nationõs 19,000 Catholic parishes, 
missions, and schools. These men and women introduce more than four million children and youth to the 
faith and traditions of the Catholic Church. In addition, these catechists provide opportunities for study, 
reflection, and faith enrichment to many adult Catholics. 
 
 Saint Josephõs will observe Catechetical Sunday with a rite of commissioning for its teachers and 
catechists. As part of these celebrations, parents and guardians will also be blessed for the important role 
they play in handing on the faith to the next generation.   
 
 Catechetical Sunday celebrates an ancient ministry within the Catholic Church. The work of these 
catechistsñmost of them people who volunteer their timeñis crucial to the life of the Church. This 
celebration gives us a chance to recognize the importance of those who share faith with the children, 
youth, and adults of our parish.  Although Catechetical Sunday focuses heavily on the role of catechists 
and teachers, it is also an opportunity to reflect on the role that each person plays, by virtue of baptism, in 
handing on the faith and being a witness to the gospel as well as to rededicating himself or herself to this 
mission as a community of faith.  The Catechetical Sunday theme provides a rich context for this reflection. 
 
 Some may wonder, òJust what is catechesis?ó  Catechesis is a shared but differentiated 
responsibility.  Through their witness to the faith, all members of the community of believers in Jesus Christ 
participate in the Churchõs catechetical mission.  Some are called to more specific catechetical roles.  
Parents, parish catechists, teachers, Catholic school principals, parish catechetical leaders, deacons, priests 
and bishops are all catechists with distinctive roles.  From the earliest days of the Church catechists have 
made and continue to make an outstanding and indispensable contribution to the spread of the faith and 
of the Church.  They are the esteemed agents of the Churchõs educational ministry.  They perform the 
fundamental service of the proclamation of the Gospel. 
 
 This Catechetical Sunday I want to pay special tribute to our parish catechists: those in our religious 
education program, the teachers in our parish school, the catechists in our program for developmentally 
disabled children, the catechists in our adult catechumenate or RCIA program, those in our Childrenõs 
Liturgy of the Word and those in our youth ministry.  Today they will be formally delegated, commissioned 
and sent forth to do the work of catechesis, that is, to hand on the Catholic faith to the next generation.   
 
 I am especially grateful to Mrs. Dana McKenna, our parish director of religious education, and to 
all the volunteer catechists who bring the person of Jesus Christ and the content of His message to the 
children and young people who attend the public schools in our community.  I admire their dedication to 
their vocation as catechists and their fidelity to Christ and his Church.  I am equally grateful to Mrs. Laura 
Clark, our parish school principal, and to all the teachers who so generously share that Catholic faith with 
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A Joyful Welcome to St. Joseph Parish 
 

St. Joseph Parish Community extends a special welcome to all our guests and 
visitors who are worshipping with us today. Some of you may wish to learn 

more about our Parish and what it has to offer or learn more about the Catholic 
Faith. We invite our guests to fill out the òWelcomeó card at the end of pews and 

exits of the church.  
 

You can drop the card in the collection basket, give it to  
an usher or fill it out at home and send it in the mail to  

our parish office. Please know you are always welcome 
here at St. Joseph Parish and we look forward to  

hearing from you. 

Gracious and all-loving Father, out of love for all people you spoke your Word who  
became flesh for our salvation. May your Word transform me so that the message of 

your Son, our Lord, may be echoed through my teaching. Allow me to guide the hearts 
of those whom I teach in such a way that they will enter more deeply into your way of 
truth and salvation. Grant me the insight needed to lead them to know, love, and serve 
you. With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, may they become hearers and followers of 

your Word, so that they might help transform the world to follow the way of life to which 
your Son has called us all, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, forever and ever.  
 

                                                                                                            Amen. 

Catechetical Sunday 
2009 

the children in our parish school.  I am also indebted to Father Kricek and the members of our adult 
catechumenate team who work with those from our parish seeking to become Catholics or to be fully 
initiated into the Church.  I also want to thank the catechists of our Childrenõs Liturgy of the Word and of 
our newest program, SPRED, and their leader, Marion Kahle.  
 
 All believers have a right to catechesis, and it is my duty as pastor of St. Joseph Parish to see to it 
that sound catechesis is provided for them.  I take that solemn responsibility very seriously.  I depend on 
the generous women and men of our parish and school to help the many children, young people and 
adults in our parish catechetical programs come to know Christ.  I am confident that my trust in them is well 
placed.   God bless them.   
          Father John Pollard 


