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Christ the High Priest  
 

Pray for Us 

 

 

 

 

 
Mass Schedule 

 
Saturday 5:00 pm 

Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am 
 
 

Daily Mass 
Monday-Saturday 6:30, 8:30 am 

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Tuesday 9:00-10:00 am 

1st Sunday of the month 
2:00-8:00 pm 

A  W E L C O M I N G  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y 

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to 

proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and 

completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming 

community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all 

through our ministries of word, worship and service. 

HISTORIC 

St. Joseph  
Emergency Assistance Fund 

 

This weekend, at all the Masses, the former 
presidents of the Saint Joseph School Board 

will be making an appeal for the Saint 
Joseph Emergency Assistance Fund. The Fund 

was established to help parents who are 
struggling economically to keep their children 

in our school. Thus far, $19,000 has been 
raised which has been disbursed to 15 

families thereby keeping 15 children in our 
school who otherwise would have had to be 

withdrawn. Several families still need 
assistance. Envelopes will be available in the 
pews for anyone wishing to help. Thank you. 



Reflections from the Pastor 

 Last Sunday was an historic day in our historic parish.  For the first time, one 
of our parishioners received the Cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice.  The Cross Pro 
Ecclesia et Pontifice is a rare papal honor that is bestowed by the Holy Father on an 
individual who has given extraordinary service to the Church.  Ron Berger, the 
recently-retired principal of our parish school, was the distinguished recipient of this 
singular honor.  Before I say a few things about Ronõs service to the Church, I want 
to explain briefly the honor itself. 
 
 The Cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice is an award of the Roman Catholic Church. 
The English translation of Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice is òFor Church and Pope,ó and is 
also known as the òCross of Honor.ó   The honor was established by Pope Leo XIII 
on July 17, 1888 to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of his ordination to the 
priesthood.  It was originally bestowed on those women and men who had aided 

and promoted the jubilee, and by other means assisted in making it and the Vatican Exposition which 
accompanied it a success.  It is currently given for distinguished service to the church by lay people and 
clergy.  It is the highest honor that can be awarded to the laity by the Pope. 
 
 The honor takes the form of a gold medal and a scroll.  The medal appears as a Greek-shaped four-
pointed cross, bearing in its center the images of the Princes of the Apostles, Peter and Paul, and the words 
òPro Ecclesia et Pontifice,ó and the name of the pope who has bestowed ð in this case Pope Benedict XVI.  
The Cross is suspended from a yellow and white ribbon and is worn on the left breast.  A lapel pin bearing 
the distinctive marks of the Cross Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice is also included.  Both the medal and the lapel pin 
are contained in a beautiful red leather presentation box on which the papal seal is affixed in gold. 
 
 The scroll is a crisp piece of parchment on which ð in Ron Bergerõs case ð  is inscribed in Latin the 
following citation: òBenedict XVI Supreme Pontiff of the Holy Roman Church, having discerned the worthiness 
and dignity of the nominee, bestows the distinguished cross and insignia òFor the Church and the Popeó on 
Mr. Ronald Berger for the totality of his work in the field of Catholic education. At the same time transmitting 
the ornamental decorations. Given from the Holy See at the Vatican on the 24th Day of April 2009, the 4th 
of our pontificate. Signed Archbishop Gabriel Caccia, Asessore of the Roman Catholic Church.ó 
 
 When I contacted Cardinal George last February in order to begin the process of Ronõs consideration 
for this papal honor, I wrote: òRon was a classroom teacher for twenty-seven years and a principal at two 
schools for a total of fifteen years.  He has been the principal of Saint Joseph School for the past six years.  
In a very real sense, Ron has given all of his professional life and a large amount of his personal life to the  
Catholic school education of literally thousands of students and hundreds of faculty and staff. 
 
 Not only has he distinguished himself as a Catholic educator, but he is an exemplary Catholic layman.  
He has been an extraordinary minister of Holy Communion in four parishes for over thirty-seven years, a 
cantor for thirty years and a lector for the past nine years.  Since he has come to Saint Josephõs, he has 
served on the Pastoral Staff and has provided invaluable assistance in the pastoral governance of this 
parish.  Throughout these many years of service to the Church, his record is entirely unblemished.  I can 
personally testify to his authentically inspiring and resolute dedication to the Catholic faith, to Christ and to 
his Church.  In my view, he is a worthy candidate indeed for Pope Leo XIIIõs Cross of Honor.ó 
 
 Cardinal George then kindly petitioned Pope Benedict XVI for the award and received word from 
the Vatican Embassy in Washington that it had been granted just a few weeks ago.  I am very grateful to 
Cardinal George for his personal support for this truly singular honor, not only for Ron but for the whole 
parish.  Through Cardinal George I am grateful to the Holy Father for graciously bestowing the Cross Pro 
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Concert Choir! 
 

Join the Parish Choir for the month of October and sing with us for the  

Rosary Program on Sunday, October 18th.   
 

Explore your musical talent, serve the church, with only a short time commitment.  
 

Contact Dr. Jill at the Rectory  

for more information   ̩
(Adults and Youth welcome!) 

 Ecclesia et Pontifice on a son of Saint Joseph Parish, the only Catholic school principal in the history of  
the Archdiocese of Chicago to receive this most distinguished award. 
 
 This experience has drawn the people of Saint Joseph Parish closer to the Holy Father because he  
has reached across the globe to single out our parish in this remarkable way.  The Pastor of the Universal  
Church has touched Saint Joseph Church in Wilmette, Illinois in a truly unique way through this gracious papal  
honor.  All we can do in response is return to him our gratitude, our loyalty and our prayers.  Ad multos annos. 
 
          Father John Pollard  

Baby Bottle Drive  
Begins Today!!! 

 
 

This Sunday, September 27th through October 11th, we are asking our parishioners to  
participate in a special fundraiser to help women facing difficult pregnancies by supporting the  
important work of Aid for Women. As the only life-affirming pregnancy resource center in  
downtown Chicago, they counsel women with unplanned pregnancies with kindness and respect.  
Aid for Women serves over 2,000 women each year with counselors assisting women financially  
by helping them pay for food, clothing, diapers, strollers and so much more. Your support will  
also help Aid for Women to provide free on-site ultrasound to its clients. 

 
At the end of all Masses during the weekend of  
September 27th, as you exit the church, we will be  
distributing baby bottles for Aid for Women. 
 
We are asking that you take the bottle home, fill it  
with a check, cash or coins, and return it to the bassinets 
placed at the entrances to church by Sunday, October 11th. 

 
For more information about Aid for Women visit www.helpaidforwomen.org. 

Thank you for  
participating in 

this worthy cause. 


