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HISTORIC
SANTIOSEPHCHURCH

A WELCOMING CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and

completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming
community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all

M aSS SC h ed u I e through our ministries of word, worship and service.

Join St. Joseph School on Thursday
November 12th, for a look into an
excellent parochial education.

St. Joseph will host an open house
from 9:30 to 11:30 am. With programs
from two years through 8th grade, all
are welcome. Please join us Thursda
November 12th and see how we
educate the whole child.

www.stjosephwilmette.org 1747 Lake Avenue’™ Wilmette, lllinois 60091 * Phone: 8472510771 © Fax: 847-251-5715



Reflections from the Pastor

Today, on behalf of the Parish Finance Committee, | am presenting our
Financial Report for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2009. In addition, this report
includes the presentation of a balanced budget for this fiscal year.

| am happy to report that the pastoral life of Saint Joseph Parish continues
to be strong and vibrant. The October Mass attendance count just calculated
indicated that, on average, fortyvo more people attended the Masses at Saint
Joeos each weekend this year than dic
continue to thrive. Our parish school and religious education programs continue tc
grow with 351 children in the school and 404 in religious education. Our SPRED
program for developmentally disabled children had another very successful year
as well. Our music program, as one visiting priest said recently, continues to set the standard for the No
Shore. The efforts of our Parish Evangelization Team to reach out to the inactive Catholics in our commt
through interesting adult faith formation programs continue to bear fruit. They are in the process of
launching the Saint Joseph Parish versi@athiolics Come Homethe sign on the corner of Lake and
Ridge proudly proclaims. You will be hearing a lot more about that in the weeks and months to come.

Unfortunately a combination of reduced income from Sunday collections and school tuition and
increased expenses for utilities and maintenance, caused the parish to finish the past fiscal year with a
deficit of over $200, 000. Thatds the first ti
ordinary income. The budget surplus we have realized over the past few years will help us cover that
deficit, but our unrestricted savings are now depleted.

In order to avoid another deficit year, the Finance Council has asked that $140,000 be cut from
our operating budget for this fiscal year. In fact, that has already been accomplished and is reflected in
this report. \We have cut back on salaries and benefits, landscaping, snow plowing, utilities, maintenance
furnishings, books and supplies. We are deferring as many expenditures as possible to a later date. We
will not be undertaking several planned improvements to the various buildings on our campus. We have
had to eliminate our concert series and our annual volunteer party. As you can see, we are very serious
about reducing expenditures. | hope and pray that these reductions will not adversely effect the quality
of our parish life.

Our parish has been hit pretty hard by the economic downturn and quite a few breadwinners in
our families have either become unemployed or underemployed. The stress on some of our families is v
great. Each week our Sunday collections are running about $1,500 behind what we have budgeted.
Atfter the first quarter of this fiscal year we were already over $28,000 down in our expected revenue.
If that trend continues throughout the year, we will be short $100,000. We simply cannot afford to
experience another deficit year.

That 6s why the members of our Finance Counc
asking that each family increase their weekly donation to the parish by $6. If everyone is able to do that,
we should be able to cover our alreadyduced expenses. | know that some, however, will not be able

to I ncrease their donations to Saint Josephos
experienced such setbacks in the past, there were always some who were able to step forward and help
out more that they were asked. That 6s the spi

downturn is temporary and that a recovery is on the way. | ask that each family carefully consider the
needs of this great parish as you plan your monthly budget and be as generous as you can. Please
consider enrolling in ParishPay so that your budget and ours can be more stable.
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Parish News

Lastly, | want to express my sincere gratitude to the people of Saint Jo ur a
tors have built and maintained a wonderful community of faith and a specta exp
that faith. | am privileged to be your pastor. Thank you and God bless you.

Father John Polla

. ®

«  Prayer Blankets are Available -
®

’Whatarethev?l’hey are fleece blankets provided D

® one is blessed by a priest, and have a special prayer sewn into them. They are washable in It

:Warm water and can be dried using a cool setting or hung to dry. °®

e Who Can Receive One®nyone who is in need of a healing touch and a warm prayer.

® please Pray for the Following Peopl&he following people have

® received blankets between June and October of 2009, please keep
® them in your prayers; Elena & Stanley Erbanyick, Kathy Wagner,

® Annemarie Kinney and Rita & Al Hall.

®
Thank Youto the women who have helped make the blankets and thanks
.for all donations

® How to Get One”Call Paula Humbach at 84256-8037 if you want
® more information.
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A Joyful Welcome
to St. Joseph Parish

St. Joseph Parish Community extends a special welcgme
to all our guests and visitors who are worshipping wi
us today. Some of you may wish to learn more about gur
Parish and what it has to offer or learn more about the
Catholic Faith. We invite our guests to fill out the
oWel comed6 <card at the ernd
church.

You can drop the card in the collection basket, give it tofjan
usher or fill it out at home and send it in the mail to ofr
parish office. Please know you are always welcome heye
at St. Joseph Parish and we look forward to hearing frgm
you.
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