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Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am 

 
Daily Mass 

Monday-Saturday 6:30, 8:30 am 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Tuesday 9:00-10:00am 

1st Sunday of the month 
2:00-8:00pm 

A  W E L C O M I N G  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y 

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to 

proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and 

completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming 

community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all 

through our ministries of word, worship and service. 

CAMPAIGN KICKOFF 
at Saint Joseph Parish 

 

Many parishioners in the Archdiocese of Chicago have  
tried to find effective ways to reach out to the òinactiveó  
Catholics. This year there is an evangelization effort that 

will support those efforts through a media campaign  
called Catholics Come Home.  

 

The centerpiece of this evangelization effort are TV  
commercials sponsored by the Archdiocese of Chicago and 
paid for by private donations. These commercials will begin 

on December 16th, 2009 and run for 5½ weeks. 
 

We invite all parishioners to stop in the community room after 
the Masses on December 12th/13th to get a sneak peek at 

the anticipated TV spots and receive more information. 
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Reflections from the Pastor 

 òCatholics Come Home to Saint Josephõs.ó  Iõm sure youõve seen that 
invitation plastered across the backstop at the corner of Lake and Ridge.  Itõs 
intended to welcome all Catholics in west Wilmette who for whatever reason donõt 
participate in the life of this parish to return.  It proclaims that the arms of Saint 
Joseph Parish are flung wide open to embrace everyone in our neighborhood.  Itõs 
our way of anticipating the Archdiocesan-wide initiative that will shortly be 
launched from Calumet City to Waukegan and from Wilmette to Streamwood. 
 
 Pope John Paul II continually exhorted the Church to begin a new 
evangelization.  He described modern media as an indispensable means of 
achieving it.  In Ecclesia in America he wrote, ò'Using the media correctly and 

competently can lead to a genuine enculturation of the Gospel.ó  Furthermore, he realized that the old 
methods from the past needed refreshing.  òThis vital field of action for the Church requires a radical change 
of mentality, an authentic new awakening of conscience in everyone. New methods are needed, as are new 
expressions and new courage.ó 

 

 Inspired by the Holy Fatherõs call to a new evangelization, Catholics Come Home reaches out to 
inactive Catholics using inspiring TV commercials and an interactive website. Without pressure or obligation, 
the website, catholicscomehome.org, offers an opportunity to learn the truth about the Catholic faith in a 
loving, non-judgmental atmosphere.  Many resources are offered to the visitors to the website, so that those 
who want to learn more can find an adult catechumenate or faith formation program in their local parish.  

Coming home, coming back to church has never been easier. 

 

 Here are some of the facts that demonstrate the need for Catholics Come Home:  
 

In 2005, Catholics accounted for nearly 23% (64.8 million) of the U.S. population, yet according  to 

the CARA Catholic Poll (CCP), only 33% of U.S. Catholics attend Mass on a weekly basis.  That 
means that approximately 42.7 million U.S. Catholics donôt come to Mass regularly. Worldwide, 

nearly 800 Million Catholics do not practice their faith. 

The number of Americans identifying themselves as non-religious/secular increased 110% from 1990 

to 2000.  It is now 13.2% of the total population.  Comparing this statistic with the  previous one, non

-religious-secular individuals outnumber active, Mass attending Catholics by 58% (13.2% vs. 7.59%). 

As many as 100,000 baptized Catholics in the U.S. drift away from Church each year. 

One-third to one-half of Catholic marriages now end in divorce. 

 

 Saint Joseph Parish is wholeheartedly committed to getting the message of Catholics Come Home out 
to everyone in our community.  In fact our Evangelization Team has been working hard on this initiative for 
over five years now.  We are delighted that Catholics Come Home will soon arrive to give our efforts 

additional support and vitality. 

 I want especially to encourage the active families of our parish to reach out to their neighbors and let 
them know what a great place of welcome is provided for them here at Saint Josephõs.  My voice can only 
reach as far as those who are already participating in the life of the parish.  I need your voices to reach all 
those Catholics who for whatever reason do not consider Saint Joeõs their home.  Tell them to come home for 

Christmas.  It will be the best gift you could ever give them.  God bless you. 

 

      Father John Pollard 
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Wednesday, December 9th, 2009  
in Meter Hall (St. Joseph School Gym)  

Cost: $20.00  
 

Social/Appetizers: 6:00 PM  
Entertainment: 6:45 PM  

Dinner: 7:15 PM  

 

The entertainment will be the St. Joseph Children Choir, under 
the direction of Dr. Jill Nennmann.  

 

Please R.S.V.P. be December 6th. Make checks payable to  
�6�W�����-�R�V�H�S�K���:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���&�O�X�E�� 

 

Mail to:  Diane Clarke  
  302 Laurel  
  Wilmette IL 60091 -2835  
  847 -256 -5711  

 

Name: _______________________________ Amount Enclosed:____________ 
Guests:_______________________________________________________________ 

 
DO YOU PREFER A VEGETARIAN MEAL? (circle one) Yes/No  

 
Please bring an unwrapped toy/gift/gift card for  
children aged infant to teen (boy or girl) to be  

distributed by Catholic Charities  
of Chicago. Thank You.  


