
DECEMBER 13, 2009 · THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH 

www.stjosephwilmette.org 1747 Lake Avenue  r   Wilmette, Illinois 60091  r   Phone: 847-251-0771   r Fax: 847-251-5715 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am 

 
Daily Mass 

Monday-Saturday 6:30, 8:30 am 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Tuesday 9:00-10:00 am 

1st Sunday of the month 
2:00-8:00 pm 

A  W E L C O M I N G  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y 

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to 

proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and 

completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming 

community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all 

through our ministries of word, worship and service. 

HISTORIC 

Third Sunday of 

Advent 

Parish Advent Reconciliation Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Monday, December 14th at 7:30 pm 



Reflections from the Pastor 

 The third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete Sunday.  Gaudete is the Latin 
word for òRejoice.ó  Last Sunday the readings urged us: òPrepare the way of the 
Lord.ó  This Sunday they encourage us to òRejoice.ó   
 
 Because we are still experiencing the effects of one of the worst economic 
downturns in many years, this is good advice.  If weõre not careful, we could begin 
to think that the economy and our individual places within it are the only things that 
matter in life.  We could begin to measure our sense of happiness and satisfaction 
only in economic terms.  We could even allow the fluctuations of the stock market to 
determine our outlook on life. But we have so many reasons to be joyful, if only we 
take the time to name them and reflect on them.  Embracing a sense of joy just 
might cause us to approach this giving time of year from a slightly different 

perspective.  Joy, after all, is one of the most important characteristics of the Christian person.  We are 
supposed to allow others to see in us the sense of joy that come from knowing that God so loved us that he 
sent his only-begotten Son to become one like us and to save us. 
 
 Ready or not ñ the Christmas season is almost are upon us.  To begin this time of prayer and festival 
with a mindfulness of all the blessings we have received gives us joy and guards against some of the traps 
that the material world sets before us, particularly at this time of the year.   A mind set of thankfulness, 
gratitude and appreciation is a great foundation on which to build a balanced and healthy celebration of 
the Christmas season.  Gratitude grows when we emphasize all the good things we have rather than dwelling 
on those we donõt have. Gratitude also deepens when we commit ourselves to a life of sharing what we do 
have.  
  
 It is within this context that I ask each family in Saint Joseph Parish to take some time during the busy 
final days of Advent to reflect on the many gifts God has given you, and to make a carefully considered 
decision about what, in turn, you would like to offer to Saint Joseph Parish as your Christmas gift.  I ask you 
be as generous as you are able to be in your offering to Saint Joseph Parish this Christmas.  Quite frankly, 
we need your generosity more than we have in the six years that I have been pastor.  This parish is one of 
the many blessings for which we all ought to be most grateful.  Our church has stood soaring above Lake 
Avenue and Ridge Road for many generations of faithful Catholic people.  For a hundred and sixty-four 
years they generously responded to similar requests at this time of year from my distinguished predecessors.   
 
 I want to ask a special consideration of those over the age of 70 years and six months.  The tax laws 
allow anyone over that age to make a charitable gift to Saint Joseph Parish or School directly from their IRA 
without paying any tax on that money.  IRAs may be the best source for contributions for many Catholics, and 
itõs uncertain whether Congress will renew this opportunity beyond 2009.  While the usual minimum 
distributions are not required from IRAs in 2009, people can still give any amount up to $100,000 directly to 
the parish tax free.  These distributions are never included in your adjusted gross income and so are not 
taxable to you.  Even taxpayers who donõt itemize their deductions enjoy a tax benefit from giving to Saint 
Joeõs. 
  
 In addition to these tax-related benefits, I think those who are over seventy years and six months of 
age would gain other, more profound benefits as well.  If they took advantage of this opportunity and made 
a gift to Saint Joeõs from their IRA, they would have a deep sense of satisfaction that they have touched the 
future.  They would have contributed significantly to ensuring that this great parish with such a proud past 
also has a bright horizon and a secure future.  They would have given to the next generations of faithful 
Catholic people ð including their own children and grandchildren ð  what they received from their parents  
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and grandparents.  When we reach a certain age, such considerations mean more than they did when we were 
younger, more than it is possible to put into words.  I am happy to say that several parishioners have taken advan-
tage of this opportunity in the past.  I hope those who are eligible will carefully consider making a gift to the parish 
from the IRAs. 
 
 Lastly, I want to make a pitch for ParishPay.  ParishPay is an electronic, automatic means of contributing to 
the support of the parish.  Over a hundred families now take advantage of this program.  They donõt have to 
worry about writing checks or marking envelopes before coming to Mass on Sunday.  They budget the amount they 
want to give to the church, set up their account online and have the satisfaction that their donations are safely re-
ceived and accurately accounted for.  Itõs good for the parish since we are better able to prepare a more realistic 
budget; itõs good for the parishioners because they can support the parish hassle-free. 
 
 Even though we still face some daunting economic challenges, we have so much for which to be grateful.  
We have our lives, our families, our faith and our parish.  We have so many reasons to òRejoice.ó  God bless you. 
 
         Father John Pollard 

Feed the Retriever 
St. Joseph School gets paid for every ton of paper it collects in its 
Paper Retriever. The Retriever also frees up space in the schoolõs 
recycling dumpster, for which the schools pays for removal. Several 
Chicago Catholic Schools are earning up to $2,000 a year with 
their Retrievers. St. Joseph wants to boost its earning, and we need 
your help. During the holidays not only can you bring those bulky 
holiday catalogs and holiday mailings to the green and yellow  
Paper Retrievers bins, but you can also continue to recycle all your 
newspapers, magazines, school & office papers and junk mail. If 
you are bringing paper from your home or office please us the Paper Retriever bin in the church 
parking lot off of Lake Ave. Itõs an easy drop off location and wonõt cause traffic jams. Thank You! 

This Wednesday, December 16th 
at 7:30pm in the Community Room 

 

Please Join us for the final refection of our  
Advent series presented by  

 

Rev. Richard J. Mueller  
speaking on òSt. Paul: The Man and his Messageó 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paulõs statue outside of St. Peterõs Basilica 
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Hoffmann is the senior 

director of mission, 
programming and 

development for Relevant 
Radio. His òQuestion and 
Answeró column appear in 

Our Sunday Visitor: The 
Catholic Answer Magazine and 
he will also be the speaker of 
Saint Josephõs 2010 Lenten 

Mission. 

Listen to Fr. Rocky on Relevant Radio, 950 AM 


