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Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am 

 
Daily Mass 

Monday-Saturday 6:30, 8:30 am 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Tuesday 9:00-10:00 am 

A  W E L C O M I N G  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y 

HISTORIC 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

CHRISTMAS 2009 
MASS SCHEDULE 

THESE ARE ALL HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

 
Thursday, December 24th 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
  3:00pm - Family Mass with Childrenõs Pageant        
  5:15pm - Christmas Carols  
  5:30pm - Christmas Vigil Mass with Trumpet 
  9:30pm - Christmas Carols with Parish Choir 
10:00pm - Christmas Vigil Mass with Parish Choir 

 
Friday, December 25th 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
  7:30am - Christmas Mass at Dawn 
  9:00am - Christmas Mass with Strings 
10:15am - Christmas Mass with Combined Choirs 
11:30am - Christmas Mass with Trumpet 

 
Sunday, December 27th 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
5:00 pm (Saturday Evening Anticipated) 
7:30 am   9:00am   10:15am   11:30am 

 
Friday, January 1st 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
5:00pm (New Years Eve Anticipated) 

7:30am   9:00am   10:15am 



Reflections from the Pastor 

 To all who gather in historic St. Joseph Church to celebrate the great feast 
of Christmas, may the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  You 
do not know how grateful to God I am for each one of you who take the time to 
acknowledge the fact of Godõs presence and action in your lives and to celebrate 
that presence and action in prayer and worship at St. Josephõs Parish. 
 
 Whether you are a parishioner who comes to Mass each Sunday, a 
parishioner who comes once in a while or a visitor coming to be with family and 
friends, you are all most welcome for this celebration of the birth of our Savior.  I 
would like every Catholic person in the neighborhood to know that you are loved 
by God and that you will be received willingly and gladly here at St. Josephõs.  I 
want to extend a special greeting to those Catholics who, for whatever reason, do 

not regularly participate in the practice of their faith.  No matter what you may feel is the obstacle 
preventing you from being more closely incorporated into the community of faith that is Saint Joseph Parish, I 
want you to know that the pastoral staff is here precisely to assist you on your journey of faith.  We will do 
anything we can to remove the obstacle so that you may become more fully active once again.  Please 
consider giving us a chance.  I also want every person, no matter what faith, to know that you will be treated 
in a respectful and friendly way in our church.  May your experience of the simple beauty and joy of our 
liturgies throughout the Christmas season be pleasant and memorable. 
 
 I invite each one of you to take a few moments to reflect on the many Christmas festivals that have 
been marked in our church over the years.  Join the generations of those who firmly believe that God so 
loved the world that he sent his only-begotten Son, his Word made flesh, to take on our humanity, to dwell 
among us, to suffer and die out of love for us and to call us into eternal communion with him. 
 
 Let the lights of the trees dazzle you.  Let their brightness illuminate your mind so that you may more 
deeply understand the mystery of the birth of the Savior of the world in a simple manger.  Let them rekindle 
in you the gift of faith that the Light of the World himself brings to you anew this day. 
 
 Take your children or grandchildren up to show them the Nativity scene.  Retell for them the Christmas 
story which you were told when you were a child.  Mention the loving care of new parents, the humble 
surroundings of the childõs birth, the presence of animals and their keepers, the rising of a singular star and 
the long journey of the Magi in search of that star and the hope it inspires.   Linger a few minutes to allow 
the wonder and truth of that story to wash over you again, for the miracle of Christmas is not only, or even 
especially, for children. 
 
 Allow the Christmas wreaths, flowers and plants to bear a scent of the divine into your lives.  Let their 
freshness remind you of the life stirring in the crib that is filled with such promise.  Let the beauty of their 
colors touch your hearts to inspire a warm and generous response to the inestimable blessing of the rebirth of 
Christ in your midst. 
 
 Join your voices to those of your family, friends and neighbors and sing out the songs of Christmas.  
Let the familiar carols recall your fond memories of Christmas past and carry the significance of those 
treasured experiences on the waves of sound out into your future.  Let them remind you that still we wait in 
hopeful expectation for the Second Coming of the infant reborn in our hearts today. 
 
 May the peace and joy of this blessed Christmas season fill your hearts and homes throughout the 
year.  Merry Christmas and God bless you. 
 
         Father John Pollard  
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Perhaps you have heard of the massive outreach to Catholic who have 
drifted away from the Church. The Archdiocese of Chicago along with the 
Diocese of Rockford and the Diocese of Joliet are undertaking an evangeliza-
tion initiative - Catholics Come Home - that invites our sisters and brothers 
back to the practice of the faith. Over 2,000 encouraging television ads will 
air on the major networks in the coming weeks. 
 

There are 20 million Catholics in the USA who no longer practice the faith or 
do so sporadically. This is in addition to the 70 million Catholics who are more active. In fact, if one takes 
the number of those who have drifted away, it adds to the second largest religion in the USA, practicing 
Catholics being the first. Amazing, isnõt it that so many have drifted away. We need to invite our brothers 
and sisters to join us! 
 

The ads airing on television are the first step - inviting - in this evangelization initiative. The other two over-
lapping steps are welcoming and accompanying. 
 

Our St. Joseph website, www.stjosephwilmette.org, and the Archdiocese website, 
www.catholicscomehomeCHICAGO.org will help you with additional information. 
 

While ads and the websites might help, nothing is more effective than a personal invitation. Invite someone 
you know to come back home to the Catholic Church. And to anyone reading this bulletin article that is  
returning to the Church this Christmas Season, welcome! 
 

The evangelization initiative began this week and will continue through the end of January. During this time, join  
us in the Community Room after each Mass to obtain further information, learn more about our parish  

community or to simply meet and talk with parishioners. 

 

Parish Pictorial Directory 

The remaining photo dates & times areé 
 

Saturday, December 26th   1:00pm - 6:00pm 
Sunday, December 27th   1:00pm - 7:00pm 
Monday, December 28th   3:00pm - 9:00pm 
Tuesday, December 29th   3:00pm - 9:00pm 
Wednesday, December 30th   3:00pm - 9:00pm 
 

Call Edita Maier for further questions at  
847-853-1025 



Parish News 
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Last minute stocking stuffers are available via the Catholic  
Lighthouse Media CDõs in the vestibule of the church. 

 
 

Dr. Scott Hahnõs �´�3�U�H�S�D�U�H���W�K�H���:�D�\���R�I ���W�K�H���.�L�Q�J�����0�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���0�R�V�W���R�I ���$�G�Y�H�Q�W�µ, seeks to 
deepen our understanding of the Christmas miracle and shed knowledge on the 
kingship of Christ. 
 

  

  To all who worship with us today, St. Joseph Parish warmly welcomes you  
 during this festive time of year. We pray that your time with us is enjoyable and  
 spiritually enriching. Our parish community invites you to fill out the information  
 below so we can know how to serve you. We will be in touch with you soon. 
 

          Rev. John E. Pollard 
          Pastor 
 

   �U��I would like to learn more about the Catholic Faith. 
 

   �U��I would like to know more about this parish and what you have to offer. 
 

   �U��I would like a call from a parish member. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please cut out this form, give it to an usher,  
drop it in the collection basket,  
or mail it to our parish office. 

Name  _________________________________________ 
 

Address  _________________________________________ 
  

  _________________________________________ 
 

Phone  _________________________________________ 
 

E-mail  _________________________________________ 
 

Comments _________________________________________ 
 

  __________________________________________ 
 

  __________________________________________ 
 

  __________________________________________ 


