JANUARY 10, 2010 - THE BAPTISM OF THE LOR

HISTORIC
SANTIOSEPHCHURCH

A WELCOMING CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and

completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming
community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all

M a.SS S C h ed u I e through our ministries of word, worship and service.

Saturday5:00 pm
Sunday7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am

.

Daily Mass
MondaySaturday 6:30, 8:30 am

Eucharistic Adoration
Every Tuesday 9:000:00 am

oYou are my belov
you | am well p
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Reflections from the Pastor

This weekend the Church celebrates the Feast of the Baptism of the
Lor d. The Rite of Baptism is one of
for us at Saint Josephds it is espeq
most part in a baptistry specifically built for that purpose. We are so
fortunate to have a formal baptistry. It likens us to the cathedrals and other
major churches of Europe which have designated spaces for the celebration of
the Sacrament of Baptism. It provides an ideal setting for the families of our
pari sh to gather to mark one of the
reasons that the Sacrament of Baptism is so compelling is that the essential
matter of the sacrament, water, is such a primal symbol in the history of the
Church. On this Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, | thought it might be a good
opportunity to reflect on the significance and effectiveness of this rich symbol.

At the heart of the celebration of the sacr
the baptismal water. This prayer, which is only used at baptism and at the Easter Vigil, recalls each tin
i n salvation history when water revealed God?os

As a part of the Fathero6s act o fforneedwatets,i on,
making them a wellspring of holiness. At the time of the great flood, the waters that covered the earth
were an anticipation of the waters of baptism which end sin and begin the life of grace. As Moses led
the Israelites out of their Egyptian bondage, God provided safe passage through the waters of the Red
Sea and into the freedom that can come only through the waters of baptism. It was in the waters of the
River Jordan that the giver of baptism, Jesus Christ, was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy
Spirit. As Christ hung upon the cross, water and blood flowed from his side and through them the Chui
was born. Christds | ast words to his disciple
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fat
been an integral element in the history of our salvation in Jesus Christ as recorded in Sacred Scripture.
As the baptismal waters are poured or as the one to be baptized is immersed in water, all these many
layers of meaning wash over the participants in the rite and recall for them the experience and
significance of their own baptism.

On the Solemnity of the Baptism of the Lord, the Rite of Sprinkling will be used in place of the
Penitential Rite at each of the Masses. Incorporation of the Rite of Sprinkling is intended to remind the
assembly of their own baptism and to encourage them in the fulfillment of their solemn responsibilities :

Christians. Il n bl essing the water the priest
and protect us in spirit and body, that we may be free from sin and come into your presence to receive
your gift of salvation. o He then moves throuc

baptismal water as a baptismal antiphon is sung. This gesture unites the faithful in the waters of baptis
and signifies their deeper incorporation into the Body of Christ.

For each one of us, the day of our baptism was the most important day of our life. On that day
we were made children of the Eternal Father, sharers in his own life, brothers and sisters of Christ and
temples of the Holy Spirit. On the day of our physical birth, we took our first breath of air. But when
we were baptized, the day of our spiritual birth, we took our first breath of eternal life. Each time the
waters of baptism wash over us, we should stop for a moment and reflect once again on the profound
mystery those waters signify. They make all the differémcehis life and the next. God bless you.

Father John Pollard
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St. Joseph Financials

STI. JOSEPHPARISH FNANCIAUNFORMATION

Music %""’d""r 2010 Week Ending Sunday 01/03/10
: Number of ParishPay Participants 109
Saint Joseph Children’s Choir
Returns Wednesday, January 13th ParishPay Current Month (Wkly Avg.) $ 3,350
after school until 4:30 pm Actual Weekly Offertory Collection $ 21,253
Total Weekly Collection $ 24,603
. . . Weekly Collection Budget $ 16,000
Parish Choir (Adult Choir)
A W — Weekly Budget Overage (Shortfall) $ 8,603
7:30 pmto 9:15 pm Year to Date Number of Sundays 27
YTD Weekly Average Collection $ 15,013
Contemporary Choir (Youth and Adults) g
Returns Sunday, January 17t YTD Collections for FY 2009 $405,343
= YTD Budget for FY 20080 $432,000
9 Reh 1, 10:15 M
, AR am ass YTD Overage (Shortfall) ($ 26,658
% Contact Dr. il for mare information |8 YTD Collections for 20a8 $416,958
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Support of the Unemployed ~ Prayer to Saint Joseph

Oh, Saint Joseph,
we pray to you on behalf of the unemployed
who would like to earn their living, and for their families.
As patron saint of workers,
banish unemployment from our society,
that all who have the capability to work
may use their strength and their talents to be of service
to their neighbors and earn wages for their efforts

As patron saint of the family,
help those who have children to feed and educate
to have what they need.

Smile kindly on those who are prevented from working
and are bound to poverty because of illness or social disarray.
Help governments, executives and all employers
to take the initiative for finding just solutions.
Let all people have the joy of making their personal contribution,
according to their capacities, to the prosperity of society
by honourable employment

Grant that we may all enjoy the abundant good things
That God gives us and that we may help countries
less privileged than our own

,.
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
[ 5

The Baptism of the Lord



Parish News

CaTHoLIc€oMEHOME 2WE ARE PEOPLE OF HOPE

Todayds Gospel is the story of the Baptism of the
the Catholics Come Homevangelization initiative. During the time of John the Baptist people were waiting

great anticipation for the coming of the Christ. They continued to live in hope that God would save them just
had promised Abraham and all the generations that came afterward.

Today we have an opportunity to talk to others a
cials on TV?06 Just b \Catlples GomerHpmgoe may beeplarting the seedk of faith o
that could blossom in the future.

At the halfway point in th€atholics Come Homadvertisement schedule, some parishes have seen and hea
those who have been moved to return to the Church.

We encourage you to visit our St. Joseph websitew.stjosephwilmette.o@nd the Archdiocesan website
www.catholicscomehomeCHICAGCarfurther information.
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