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Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am 

 
 

Daily Mass 
Monday-Saturday 6:30, 8:30 am 

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Tuesday 9:00-10:00 am 

1st Sunday of the month 
2:00-8:00 pm 

A  W E L C O M I N G  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y 

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to 

proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and 

completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming 

community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all 

through our ministries of word, worship and service. 

HISTORIC 

òFill the jars with water.ó So they filled them to the brim. Then he 
told them, òDraw some out now and take it to the headwaiter.ó 



From the Music Director 

 As you may remember, Father Pollard recently announced that a bequest 
from the estate of Maria Friedrich has been designated as the initial funds for a 
newly established Organ Fund.  I am beginning the process of seeking matching funds 
to support this organ rebuilding project, and wanted to try to explain what is needed 
on the organ, and why it is important to begin this work as soon as possible. 
 
 Our organ was first installed in our church in 1939.  However, it is important 
to note that the organ was originally designed for a theater, and even when installed 
in 1939 it was already a used organ, and one whose design was not tailored to our 
space or needs.  Over the years since that time, numerous additions and changes 
have been made to the organ in an effort to make it more suitable for the support of 

the musical needs of liturgy.  Some of these changes were effective, others were simply band-aids on much 
larger problems.  At the current time, portions of the organ are intermittently unplayable, certain tuning 
problems exist that cannot be corrected without major work, and at times, the organ will even play notes 
(ciphers) when no organist is at the keyboard! 
 
 It is time for a change, and since the cost of a new instrument is estimated at/near $750,000 we 
have decided that it is a more prudent financial decision to instead re-build our current instrument, replacing 
the parts where necessary, and refurbishing elements whenever possible.  The cost of this substantial rebuild 
is closer to $250,000 ð while still a significant investment, it is substantially less than the cost of a new 
instrument.  Father Pollard has asked me to summarize for you today the work that needs to be done, at 
least in a general way to help everyone to understand a little better what is needed. 
 
 Organs are comprised of four primary elements:  1) creating òwindó, 2) storing òwindó, 3) mechanisms 
to allow wind to enter each pipe, and 4) the actual pipes which create the sound when the wind is admitted. 

1. òWindó is the air that blows through pipes to make sound, and in modern days is created by a 
large motor.  Our current motor needs to be refurbished with the addition of significant sound-
proofing, or may be replaced with a more modern and quieter motor (whichever is most cost 
effective). 

 
2. Wind is òstoredó in a reservoir in order to create a constant wind pressure.  With constant wind 

pressure, the sound from pipes will be more even and regulated.  This is necessary for the proper 
functioning of the other parts of the organ.  Our reservoirs have been restored in the past, and 
can likely be updated for continued use! 

 
3. Mechanisms to allow wind to enter the pipes include two main functions:  a) òChestsó, which are 

the long bases upon which the pipes sit, and which have valves to permit/restrict the air flow into 
the pipes, and b) electronic relays that connect the Console (the keyboard part that the organist 
plays) to the pipe valves ð the actual electronic signals that communicate that when a key is 
pressed an organ pipe should play!  The mechanisms are the ògutsó of the organ that actually do 
the work to make the organ play ð but, in our case, the mechanisms will all be replaced, as they 
are the key problem with our organ not working properly.  New chests will be built, new 
electronic relays will be installed, and a new console will be needed. 

 
4.  Pipes are the part of the organ that most people see (though in our church all of the pipes are 

inside chambers behind the decorative grilles in the choir loft).  The majority of our pipes will be 
refurbished and re-voiced to make them sound nicer, with a few replaced for an overall 
improvement in sound.  Most of our existing pipes will be re-used, and any ònewó pipes will likely 
be vintage material from other instruments. 
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