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Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am 

 
Daily Mass 

Monday-Saturday 6:30, 8:30 am 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Tuesday 9:00-10:00 am 

1st Sunday of the month 
2:00-8:00 pm 

A  W E L C O M I N G  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y 

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to 

proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and 

completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming 

community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all 

through our ministries of word, worship and service. 

HISTORIC 

Every Friday throughout Lent we 

will have The Stations of the Cross 
in the Church at 7:30 pm 

Ashes will be distributed at the 6:30, 8:30, 
10:30am & 7:30pm Mass and  

at a Service of the Word at 4:00pm 

World Day of Prayer for 
Married Couples 

 

May the peace of Christ live always in your  
hearts and in your home. 

 

May you have true friends to stand by you,  
both in joy and in sorrow 

 

May you be ready and willing to help and  
comfort all who come to you in need 

 

And may the blessings promised to the compassionate 
be yours in abundance. 



Reflections from the Pastor 

 The Catholic Church has declared today as the World Day of Marriage, so 
this weekend the final blessing at all the Masses will be for married couples.  Itõs our 
way of making sure that the religious foundation and meaning of St. Valentineõs 
Day is not entirely overshadowed by the secular world which gobbles up our holy 
days one after another, marketing them as just so many more opportunities to buy 
and sell.  Interesting, isnõt it, in common parlance that St. Valentineõs Day has 
become simply Valentineõs Day.  That way, with the holy word left out, it can 
appeal to more consumers. 
 

 This gives me the opportunity to say a few things about Christian marriage.  
At a time when a growing movement favors making same sex relationships the legal 

equivalent of marriage, we need to reflect on the meaning of marriage, its purposes and its value to 
individuals, families and society. 
 

 God created all that exists.  He created human life.  He created human life in two sexes, male and 
female.  He created the sexes equal, but different from one another.  And he created them for one another.  
Thus man and woman are distinct but complimentary to one another.  The difference between the sexes and 
their complementarity are part of the natural order of creation.  The nature of human sexuality makes man 
and woman partners with God himself for the transmission of human life. 
 

 Marriage is a natural institution; it derives from the very nature of human life.  òThe vocation to 
marriage is written in the very nature of man and woman as they came from the hand of the 
Creator.ó (Catechism of the Catholic Church, #1603) Only the union of a man and a woman can constitute a 
marriage.  Only the union of male and female can generate the new life that is proper to marriage.   By its 
very nature marriage is ordered to the good of the man and the woman as well as to the generation and 
education of children. 
 

 But marriage is also a sacred union.  As instituted by God, marriage is a faithful, exclusive, lifelong 
union of a man and a woman joined in an intimate union of life and love.  In marriage a man and a woman 
commit themselves completely to one another and cooperate with the Creator in bringing children into the 
world and caring for them.   These truths about marriage are among the ògivensó about human life and love.  
In salvation history these truths about marriage have been confirmed by Godõs Revelation in Sacred 
Scripture and in the Tradition of the Church.  
 

 The Church teaches that marriage is a sacrament, an effective sign of Godõs love instituted by Christ 
which bestows Godõs own life on the man and the woman. The sacrament of Matrimony signifies the union of 
Christ and the Church.  It gives the man and the woman the grace to love each other with the love with which 
Christ loves the Church.  This grace perfects the human love of the man and the woman, strengthens the 
indissoluble unity of their marriage and sanctifies them on the way to eternal life. 
 

 Marriage comes from God who made both male and female in his own image.  It is a fundamental 
human and social institution.  While marriage is regulated by both civil and church laws, it did not originate 
from either church or state, but from God.  Therefore, neither church nor state has the authority to alter the 
basic meaning and structure of marriage.   
 

 Let us thank God for the living witness of faithful love that so many men and women of our parish 
give through their marriages.  God bless them.  And let us keep in our prayers in a special way those who 
are experiencing difficulty in their marriages or those who are divorced.  For them Saint Valentineõs Day 
might not be such a happy time, yet they must be assured of the Churchõs love and concern for them.  God 
bless them. 
 

         Father John Pollard  
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CATHOLICS COME HOME 
 

�³�«�W�K�H�\���O�H�I�W���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���K�L�P�´ 
 

Jesusõ words had power to transform people in his life-
time and still the Word of God continues to transform 
lives for those who read, pray and study the Scriptures.  
Have you ever wondered about the origins of the Bi-
ble?  Maybe you heard the line in one of the Catholics 
Come Home TV ads: �´�*�X�L�G�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �+�R�O�\�� �6�S�L�U�L�W���� �Z�H��
�F�R�P�S�L�O�H�G���W�K�H���%�L�E�O�H���µ 
 

The Bible as we know it today really began with the 
life and teachings of Jesus. The earliest followers of 
Jesus passed along stories by word-of-mouth and then 
later, they were written down by these people of faith.  
Pope Damasus (366-384 C.E) listed the books of to-
day's canon, which was repeated by Pope Innocent I in 
405 C.E. Then, in 393 C.E. the Council of Hippo created 
the list of the Old and New Testament books, which is 
the same as the Roman Catholic Church lists today. 
Through the Council of Florence in 1441 we receive the 
definitive list of canonical books. 
 

From the life of Jesus, to repeated stories to the written 
books of the Bible, the Word of God reaches us today.  
With Lent coming soon, find the time to read the Gos-
pel of Luke and get to know Jesus better. His words still 
hold the power to change a life. 
 

For further information, visit the St. Joseph website at 
www.stjosephwilmette.org or the archdiocese website 
at www.CatholicsComeHomeCHICAGO.org or by call-
ing the rectory at 847-251-0771. 
 

 
 
 

 
HOMECOMING: 

 Catholics Renewing Their Faith 
 

Are you looking for ways to learn more 
about your Catholic Faith? 

 
During the Season of Lent, 19 parishes around the 

Archdiocese will be hosting a series of presentation that 
will help you learn the answer to questions like: How 

does my faith make a difference in daily life? What is 
ôCatholicõ prayer? Why does the Church put such  

emphasis on Sunday Mass? 
 

To find out all the parish locations, flyers on the Catho-
lic Come Home tables list all the location or visit the 

website.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
St. Joseph is hosting a six week sum-
mer day camp program for children of 
preschool age, beginning June 14th 
through July 23rd from 9:00am to 
12:30pm  
 
Campers will enjoy many outdoor ac-
tivities, including arts and crafts, 
small and large motor activities, 
songs, circle time with prayer and wa-
ter fun.  
 

REGISTER NOW!!!!  
Enrollment is limited  

Registration forms are available in 
the rectory or school office. For more 
information, p lease cal l  Dana 
McKenna at 847 - 251 - 3734.  

Tickets are still available for the re-
maining three Lucky Louie drawings. 

There are still ten chances to win, 
including a chance for the $1,000 
grade prize. The next drawing will 
be at the Pizza/Bingo Night party. 

Tickets will be available at the 
church exits. 


