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Please invite your friends and family t@
attend our Lenten Mission.
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Reflections from the Pastor

Four of the most important days in the year for the people of Saint
Joseph Parish begin today. Father Francis Hoffmann will introduce our parish
lenten mission at all the Masses this weekend and will present the mission itself
on the following three days, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, M&réhd1
and 349 at 7:30 in the evening in the church. Months ago | asked all groups and
organizations of the parish to reschedule any activities for those times so that
they could be free to attend our parish lenten mission. This mission is more
Important in the life of our parish than any other meeting or organizational
activity. It provides us with an opportunity to focus sharply on our purpose as a
believing people, a community of faith, a parish family. Social, charitable,
administrative and educational opportunities are vital to healthy parish life, but
the spiritual dimension of our lives as individuals and as members of a parish is
even more important. These four days and nights are intended to help all of us
rediscover our spirits and spend some time attending to the longings of our souls

Our mission speaker, Father Francis Hoffmann is known to many Saint Joseph Parishioners and
thousands who listen to Relevant Radio. Relevant Radio is the largest Catholic talk radio broadcast in tt
country. Better known to his listeners as Father Rocky, our missionary is the host of the Question and
Answer segment of Relevant Radi ods most popul a
Question and Answer col umn TherCatholicaApspangazine. Inn Our
addition he serves as the Senior Director of Mission, Programming and Development for Relevant Radio

A remarkable team of parishioners have been working with him to prepare for the mission. They
have been devising strategies and carefully planning the mission activities in order to maximize
parishioner participation and to have the most positive impact on the spiritual development of our parish
communi ty. The members of the Parish Mission
Elbert, Kirsten Solmos, Arlene Carlson, Diane Clark, Tom Considine, Tim Johnson, Susan Couri, Rita H:
John and Annette Henik, Kevin Hirsh, Adrian Jones, Julie Kraemer, Ernie Mutuc and Jerry Kujawa. | am
very grateful to them.

We have over fourteen hundred families or households registered in the current parish census, bl
only about half of those families regularly participate in the life of the parish. We also suspect from
current demographic data that there are even more Catholics within the boundaries of Saint Joseph Pari
who are not registered in the parish. We estimate that there are several hundred Catholic children, for
example, who are not enrolled in either of our programs of Catholic education and formation. These are
the families to whom we are reaching out most earnestly, longing to help them feel that they really belon
here, longing to welcome them home to their Church and longing to have them rediscover their baptisma

call to follow Christ. OQur parish mission is
initiative. You donodot have to be an exemplary
Catholic at all. We wondt be asking any quest

be extending the loving arms of Christ to all who come.

Please set the times of our parish lenten mission aside so that you can fully participate. Please
consider i nviting a neighbor to attend with vyo
commitment three nights in a row, especially if they have children. But if you can come even one night, «
if a husband and wife can cover for each other with the children in order to come two nights, that would
be wonderful. We should never let the perfect stand in the way of the good. God bless you and may the
Holy Spirit guide our parish lenten mission.

Father John Pollard
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Parish News

Praying for
those that have

Fallen Away

As Catholics, we are called to OEvangelized 1in
Catholic BishopsbrEnagnggl it haet iGom dmdamws o d Evdngelizaton i
leads to conversion.

Prayer is one form of Ev anTherémustdd unceasing pRyemptenoulish the des
to carry Christ to all men and woxmen.

St. Joseph Church is a prayerful community. As such, beginning this weekend at the 5:00 PM Saturday Me
Sunday Masses and continuing through the Lenten season, as a community we will pray for those who hav
away to return to the Catholic Churché :aloudo d

On the twoCatholic Come Hontables, vases are placed along with 3X5 cards. We ask parishioners to write o
the cards the names of those family or friends that have fallen away. As a community we will pray for their re;
but we will not read the individuals names aloud.

You may also take the 3X5 cards with you, fill in the name(s) at home, and drop off the cards at the rectory.
names will be added to those in the vase for the Masses.

The vases, along with the names, will only be placed on the tables Saturday evening and Sunday for card p
ment. During the week, the vase will be placed at the St. Joseph side alter at the front of the church.

Should you have any questions, please call the rectory aB4-0771.

Ay, all the adults of the Parish are invited to a grand
party thatoll be celebrat.
hosted by the Womends Cl ub!

corned beef dinner, Irish coffee and some great entertainment.

Tickets are $25 with the fin

volunteer your help, give Marion Kahle a ring for further ing
formation at 847769-9619.
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