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Reflections from the Pastor

My first words of the Easter season are words of gratitude to all those who worked so
hard to ensure that the rites of the Triduum and Easter Sunday are celebrated with dignity
and grace. | am so grateful, first of all, to the priests who presided at each of the major
l i turgical events | ast week. I l ed all t
Supper on Holy Thursday in which Christas
the washing of the feet of twelve of our parishioners. Father Szmyd led the faithful through
the Commemoration of the Lordds Passion
Fernandes presided at the beautiful and moving Living Stations on Good Friday evening.
Fat her Kricek had the great privilege of
liturgies, the Easter Vigil, where catechumens and candidates were baptized, received into
full communion with the Church, confirmed and received their first Holy Communion. Ou
deacon, D.J. Shinkle, was present at each of the liturgies and was a great help.

Such splendid |iturgies depend, however, on mor e
spectacul ar environment in which to celebrate the s
visit. They can hardly keep from falling over backward as they look up at the high ceiling. Our church also provide
also a wonderful acoustic for the prayers and songs of the liturgy.

That acoustic was superbly used by the cantors, several choirs and musicians of Saint Joseph under the &
direction of Dr. Jill Nennmann. With the careful-imeng of the sound system by Tom Schnecke, they beautifully
captured the distinctive moods and tones of each of the Holy Week liturgies. Those who participated truly
experienced the gradual movement from the promising
Passion and Death to his triumphant Resurrection ol
happen at these rites: the faithful are to experience for themselves and within the community of the church each of-
distinctive elements of the Paschal Mystery.

The other ministers of the liturgies also made significant contributions to their beauty and integrity. The Litur:
Committee in the persons of Heidi OdTool e and Arl en
the liturgies, looking around for bowls, towels and a pitcher, looking after the Holy Oils, carefully preparing the
Paschal Candle and making sure we had the proper worship aids for Morning Prayer. Mary Jane Herlocker lovingl
prepared the altar linens. Laurie Jones, our chief sacristan, ably assisted by Michael Jolls dedicated hours of their til
in preparation of the liturgies and management of the altar se@ensho also did a great jobd thanks to the
scheduling genius of Mary Flanagan. The lectors carefully prepared their readings so that they could proclaim th
word of God with confidence and conviction. The extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion faithfully attended the
assignments and contributed greatly to the smooth and efficient distribution of the Eucharist to the thousands v
attended the liturgies. And all of the ushers made all those who came to celebrate the Easter mysteries at Sal
Josephds Church feel warmly wel comed

Each of the three days of the Triduum began wit
prayer, the Liturgy of the Hours. | was very pleased with the number who attended each day. On Good Friday
evening the Stations of the Cross were beautifully brought to life by the children and young people of the parish unde
the direction of Dana McKenna. | am so grateful to her and Edita Maier for making sure that the children and youn
people of the parish are not left out of the events of Holy Week. And on Saturday morning the church began to sme
like a butcher shop once again with the hams, sausages and other varieties of Easter foods brought by the families
the parish to be blessed before sharing the first meal of Easter together in their homes. That aroma, however, w
quickly overcome by the scent of the beautiful flowers arranged by Gaigér and then the incense of the Easter
Vigil which, like a prayer rising before God, elevated the senses of all who were present.

I am so very grateful that we here at Saint Jose
deal of effort and resources ensuring that our prayer is worthy. | hope it will always be that way. Happy Easter to
all.

Father John Pollard
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