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A  W E L C O M I N G  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y 

HISTORIC 

 

Celebration Choir! 
 

As the Parish prepares its celebrations  
in honor of our Pastor, Father Pollard, 

we welcome visiting members who want 
to join the Parish Choir  

to sing for his special farewell mass.  
 

Rehearsals: 7:30 until 8:00 p.m. 
Thursday, May 12th 
Thursday, May 19th 
Thursday, May 26th 

Farewell Mass: June 27th, 11:30 a.m. 
 

Contact Dr. Jill at the Rectory 
for more information  Ǉ 

 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am 

 
 

Daily Mass 
Monday-Saturday 6:30, 8:30 am 

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Tuesday 9:00-10:00 am 

1st Sunday of the month 
2:00-8:00 pm 

JUBILEE JOG 
MEMORIAL DAY 

Get ready to lace up your 
running shoes, the 16th Annual 
Jubilee Jog  is just around the 
corner.  (Memorial Day, May 
31).  We are looking for runners, 
walkers and volunteers for this 
fun event so please mark your 
calendars.  Registration for the 
5k run can be done on line 
through St. Joseph School at 
  www.stjosephwilmette.com 



Reflections from the Pastor 

 In brilliant sunshine May began to unfold beautifully at St. Josephõs 
Parish two weeks ago with our celebration of First Holy Communion for our 
second graders.  It continued last Sunday as we marked Motherõs Day and 
crowned Mary, the Mother of God and Mother of the Church, as Queen of 
Heaven.  What a wonderful Motherõs Day gift for all the mothers of our 
parish to see the first communicants, dressed in their best, honor Mary in this 
way. 
 

 This year ninety children from our parish school and religious education 
program received their First Communion.   The childrenõs family members 
filled the church for two celebrations.  Such crowds always tempt me to have 

a collection.  Proud parents, grandparents, godparents, aunts and uncles and brothers and sisters 
came from near and far.  Itõs one of the happiest days in the year for a parish. 
 

 In the parentsõ minds were memories of the day on which they presented their child for 
Baptism.  On that day they sought to have their children receive Godõs own life and be incorporated 
into the life of the Church.  òYou have asked to have your child baptized,ó the priest said to them.  
òIn doing so you are accepting the responsibility of training them in the practice of the faith,ó he 
continued.  òIt must be your duty to bring them up to keep Godõs commandments as Christ taught us, 
by loving God and our neighbor.ó  He then asked them, òDo you clearly understand what you are 
undertaking?ó  Parents are the first teachers of their children in the ways of the faith.  They teach 
their children by what they say and what they do.  By living Christian virtues and values in their 
homes, by providing their children with formal education in the Catholic faith through either our 
parish religious education program or school and by attending Mass with their children every 
Sunday parents fulfill the responsibility that they freely accepted on the day they presented their 
children for baptism.  I am very grateful to all the parents for sharing the Catholic faith with their 
children and accompanying them to the Lordõs Table of the Eucharist. 
 

 As I looked out over the assemblies and into the particular circumstances of some of the 
families, several remarkable details stood out.  In one situation, a father who was recently welcomed 
into full communion with the Catholic Church was able to receive Holy Communion with his daughter.  
For some families, it was their first child to receive Holy Communion; for others it was their last.  
Others were the grandchildren and even great grandchildren of families that have lived in St. 
Joseph Parish for generations.  In all situations, however, the children seemed so happy to be sharing 
in Christõs greatest gift to the Church, his own Body and Blood.  My prayer for them is that they will 
be as close to Christ on the last day of their lives as they were on the day of their First Holy 
Communion. 
 

 I know they join me in thanking the teachers and catechists who helped them prepare for their 
First Communion: Elizabeth Briner, Helen Krause, Bianca Hara, Susan Pressberg and Ellie Weisbard.  
They gave many hours of dedicated and generous service as well as the good example of their 
lives.  As usual Dana McKenna, our director of religious education, masterfully coordinated the whole 
event and Laura Clark, our school principal, offered expert assistance.  Jill Nennmann and the 
cantors, Suzanne Santos and Emily Vasiliou, led the music and singing while Laurie Jones and Michael 
Jolls, our sacristans, were in the wings to ensure that the liturgies unfolded with style and grace.  
Brothers and sisters of the First Communicants served at the altar.  I am grateful to them all.  God 
bless them. 
           Father John Pollard 
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