
MAY 23, 2010 · PENTECOST SUNDAY  

SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH 

www.stjosephwilmette.org 1747 Lake Avenue  r   Wilmette, Illinois 60091  r   Phone: 847-251-0771   r Fax: 847-251-5715 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 7:30, 9:00, 10:15, 11:30 am 

 
Daily Mass 

Monday-Saturday 6:30, 8:30 am 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Every Tuesday 9:00-10:00 am 

1st Sunday of the month 
2:00-8:00 pm 

A  W E L C O M I N G  C A T H O L I C  C O M M U N I T Y 

The Mission of historic Saint Joseph Catholic Church is to 

proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ confidently and 

completely. We do so in order to build a joyful and welcoming 

community of faith that reaches out enthusiastically to all 

through our ministries of word, worship and service. 

HISTORIC 

The Womenõs Club presents 
òWednesday Night Liveó 

May 26, 2010 
Dinner at Zhivago Banquets-

9925 Gross Point Road, Skokie 
$26 per person 

 
Entertainment featuring 

Peter Oprisco 
òAmericaõs Best Sinatraó 
Pop, Jazz & Standards 

 
Social:             6:00 pm 
Dinner:            6:45 pm 
Entertainment:  7:45 pm 



Reflections from the Pastor 

 The Easter season lasts fifty days, but at St. Josephõs it goes by like a 
flash.  Those weeks are the busiest of the year with First Communion, Motherõs 
Day, May Crowning, Confirmation, Graduation, the Pasta Dinner and the 
Jubilee Jog to say nothing of musical programs, Terra Nova results, teacher 
contracts, personnel evaluations, spring plantings, field trips and Moving Up 
Day.  It would be very easy for us to slide over the third most important feast 
of the liturgical year, the Solemnity of Pentecost. 
 
 Pentecost is the preeminent feast of the coming of the Holy Spirit in a 
gust of wind and fire.  I think we need to take a few moments to savor the 

presence of Godõs Holy Spirit within the community of faith that is St. Joseph Parish.   So important was 
the sending of the Holy Spirit to the infant Church on the first Pentecost that Jesus told the apostles that 
it was better that he leave them so that he could send him to them.  The apostles did not grasp the 
importance of the coming of the Holy Spirit before Pentecost, and I fear most Christians have not 
grasped its significance since. 
 
 Christian theology and art over the centuries have given little help to our understanding of the 
significance of the Holy Spirit.  Christian theology offers us its complex theses about subsistent relations 
within the Trinity of which the Holy Spirit is one.  And Christian art often depicts the Trinity as an old 
man with a long beard, a young man with a short beard and a bird.  The problem has been that in our 
efforts to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit we have tried to objectify him, to symbolize him as 
someone out there, when all the time we should have been looking for him within the life of the Church. 
 
 Careful study of the New Testament reveals that the Holy Spirit is found in the human spirit.  In 
baptism all Christians are consecrated Temples of the Holy Spirit.  In one of the gospels for Pentecost, 
Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit into the human spirits of his apostles, mixing divine breath with human.  
St. Paulõs letter to the Romans asserts, òThe Holy Spirit gives witness to our spirit that we are children of 
God.ó  According to Sacred Scripture, the human spirit is animated by the Holy Spirit. 
 
 I do not mean to imply that we are gods, but that we are instruments of Godõs Holy Spirit.  As 
the second person of the Trinity revealed himself to the world in Jesus, so the Holy Spirit reveals himself 
to the world in us - not only in us - but also in us.  The activity and witness of the Holy Spirit in the world 
today is the activity and witness of the Mystical Body of Christ, which, by virtue of our baptism, is us.  
The descending of the Holy Spirit, therefore, is in areal sense the ascending of the human spirit. 
 
 We should not have a smaller estimation of ourselves than Sacred Scripture permits us to have.  
It does not do any good to be too modest in an area where God himself thought more of us than we 
do of ourselves.  Scripture tells us that the Spirit of God is at work in us.  By Godõs grace and through 
the human spirit, the Holy Spirit brings his power and healing, peace and joy, patience and love. 
 
 The eighth graders of our parish school and religious education programs had the great 
privilege of receiving the Holy Spirit in the Sacrament of Confirmation just a few weeks ago.  The 
Solemnity of Pentecost reinforces that experience for all of us because in a sense the first Pentecost 
was the birthday of the Church.  On that day Godõs Holy Spirit breathed new life into the Church.  Our 
newly confirmed represent that same action in the Church today.  God bless them. 
 
         Father John Pollard 
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